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Pilgrim Evangelical Lutheran Church 
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WHAT CHILD IS THIS: GOD IN THE FLESH 

The Lord had told Moses, "No one may see me and live." If sinners cannot even bear to look 

upon the glory of God, then they certainly could not hope to live with God in the glory of 

heaven. So, on that first Christmas, God chose to hide his glory under flesh. What child is this? 

It is God and man in one person, exactly what the human race needed to deliver it from its 

enemies of sin, death, and Satan. Christmas Day serves up the deep stuff of Christmas: the 

miracle and mystery of the incarnation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Preacher Pastor Collin Vanderhoof 

Presiding Minister Pastor Collin Vanderhoof 

Organist David Porth 

Soloist Brittany Peterson  

Instrumentalists Amy Balza, Jon Balza, JJ Faust, Keith Gennerman,  

 Bill Lambrecht, Victor Margulius, Elise Mayer,  

 Sarah Mayer, Joseph Raasch, Micah Vanderhoof 

 

 

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION 
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permission.. “Joy Has Dawned” by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend Copyright 2004 Thank you Music/Adm. By 

worshiptogether.com songs by Kingsway Music Used by permission OneLicense.net A-710942 or CCLI 2590550 
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ORDER OF SERVICE  

HYMN Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful | 55(1-4) 

1  Oh, come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant, 

Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold him, Born the King of angels. 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 

2  God from true God, and Light from Light eternal, 

Born of a virgin, to earth he comes, 

Only begotten Son of God the Father. 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 

(Choir) 3  Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation; 

Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above. 

Glory to God, all Glory in the highest. 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 

4  Yea, Lord, we greet thee, Born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n, 

Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing. 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
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Please stand 

DIALOGUE OF PRAISE 

M: Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord, let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. 

C: O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth. You have set your 

glory above the Heavens. 

M: Give thanks to the Lord of lords, to him who alone does great wonders, who by his 

understanding made the heavens, who spread out the earth upon the waters, who 

made the great lights – the sun, to govern the day, the moon and stars to govern the 

night. 

C: Great is the Lord and mighty in power; his understanding has no limit. 

M: But our iniquities have separated us from our God; our sins have hidden his face from 

us, so that he will not hear. We look for light, but all is darkness; for brightness, but we 

walk in deep shadows. We look for deliverance, but it is far away. 

C: For our offenses are many in his sight, and our sins testify against us. Our offenses 

are ever with us, and we acknowledge our sins. 

M: The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. He will not 

always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; he does not treat us as our sins 

deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. 

C: From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, the name of the Lord is to be 

praised. 

M: “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will raise up to David a righteous 

Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land. In his days 

Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. This is the name by which he will be 

called: The Lord our Righteousness.” 

C: Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. 

M: Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 

Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 

C: Let the name of the Lord be praised forever and ever. Alleluia! 
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HYMN Angels We Have Heard On High | 63(1-3) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M:  Let us pray. 

Almighty God, grant that the birth of your only Son in the flesh may set us free from 

our old bondage under the yoke of sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

Please be seated  

FIRST LESSON Exodus 33:18-23, 34:5-7 

18 Then Moses said, “Please show me your glory.” 19 The Lord said, “I will make all my 

goodness pass in front of you, and I will proclaim the name of the Lord in your presence. I will 

be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and I will show mercy to whom I will show mercy.” 20 

He said, “You cannot see my face, for no human may see me and live.” 21 The Lord also said, 

“Look, there is a place next to me, where you shall stand on the rock. 22 It will happen that, 

while my glory passes by, I will put you in a crevice in the rock. I will cover you with my hand 

until I have passed by. 23 Then I will take away my hand, and you will see my back. But my 

face will not be seen.”. . 5 The Lord came down in the cloud. He took his stand there with 

Moses and proclaimed the name of the Lord. 6 The Lord passed by in front of him and 

proclaimed: “The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, and 

overflowing with mercy and truth, 7 maintaining mercy for thousands, forgiving guilt and 

rebellion and sin. He will by no means clear the guilty. He calls their children and their 

children’s children to account for the guilt of the fathers, even to the third and the fourth 

generation.”  
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PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 98 
Sung in unison. 

 

 

  



8 

 

SECOND LESSON           Romans 8:31-32 

31 
What then will we say about these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 

32 
Indeed, 

he who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also graciously 

give us all things along with him? 

Please stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Spoken in unison 

Alleluia. When the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under 

law, to redeem those under law. Alleluia. 

GOSPEL                John 1:1-18 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
 
He was 

with God in the beginning. 
 
Through him everything was made, and without him not one 

thing was made that has been made. 
 
In him was life, and the life was the light of 

mankind.
 
The light is shining in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. There was 

a man, sent from God, whose name was John. 
 
He came as an eyewitness to testify about the 

light so that everyone would believe through him. 
 
He was not the light, but he came to 

testify about the light. The real light that shines on everyone was coming into the world. 
 
He 

was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not recognize 

him. 
 
He came to what was his own, yet his own people did not accept him. But to all who did 

receive him, to those who believe in his name, he gave the right to become children of 

God. They were born, not of blood, or of the desire of the flesh, or of a husband’s will, but 

born of God. The Word became flesh and dwelled among us. We have seen his glory, the 

glory he has as the only-begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. John testified about 

him. He cried out, “This was the one I spoke about when I said, ‘The one coming after me 

outranks me because he existed before me.’” For out of his fullness we have all received grace 

upon grace. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 

Christ. 
 
No one has ever seen God. The only-begotten Son, who is close to the Father’s side, 

has made him known. 

Please be seated 
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HYMN Of the Father’s Love Begotten | 35(1-4) 
1:All, 2:W, 3:M, 4-5:All 

1  Of the Father’s love begotten Ere the worlds began to be, 

He is Alpha and Omega, He the source, the ending he, 

Of the things that are, that have been, And that future years shall see  

Evermore and evermore. 

 

2  Oh, that birth forever blessed When the virgin, full of grace, 

By the Holy Ghost conceiving, Bore the Savior of our race, 

And the babe, the world’s Redeemer, First revealed his sacred face 

Evermore and evermore. 

 

3  This is he whom heav’n-taught singers Sang of old with one accord; 

Whom the Scriptures of the prophets Promised in their faithful word. 

Now he shines, the long-expected; Let creation praise its Lord 

Evermore and evermore. 

 

4  Let the heights of heav’n adore him, Angel hosts his praises sing, 

Pow’rs, dominions bow before him And extol our God and King. 

Let no tongue on earth be silent, Ev’ry voice in concert ring 

Evermore and evermore. 

5  Christ, to you, with God the Father, And the Spirit ceaselessly 

Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving And unending praises be, 

Honor, glory, and dominion And eternal victory 

Evermore and evermore. 

SERMON 
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Please stand 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended 

into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Please be seated 

ANTHEM For Unto Us  
Sung by the Choir 

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given, and the government shall be upon His 

shoulder; and his name shall be called Wonderful Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting 

Father, the Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6) 

OFFERING 

The Offering Plate is available on the shelf as you leave.   If you wish to give an electronic offering, we 

have provided a QR code at the end of this worship folder.  You can also go to pilgrimcares.org/giving to 

give your offerings online. 

Please Stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: On this holy day, dear Father, we rejoice to hear the good news of great joy that a 

Savior has been born for us. For fulfilling your prophecies and in the fullness of time 

sending your Son to be our Savior, we give you our heartfelt thanks and praise. 

C: Unto us a child is born! Unto us a Son is given! 
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M: What a great mystery of our faith this is: that God has become fully human for our 

salvation! Even though he is the all-powerful Lord of all, he is wrapped in strips of cloth 

and lying in a manger. 

C: Help us always believe that this precious child was born as our substitute to be 

our Savior. 

M: In the midst of our joy, we grieve for the many people in our world who do not know 

that Jesus has come to bring them forgiveness and healing. As the shepherds spread 

abroad the good news of the birth of the Savior born for all the world, may we also 

make use of the unique opportunities this holiday presents to tell others of what we 

have seen and heard concerning the child. 

C: Grant that the true peace between God and fallen mankind may comfort all 

people. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: As the angels sang out their praise, move us also to sing out our praise to you, today 

and every day, as the joy of Christmas remains in our hearts. 

C: Glory to God in the highest! Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

M: Lord, we pray in your name and as you taught. 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as 

we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 

Amen. 

Please be seated 
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HYMN Now Sing We, Now Rejoice | 34(1-4) 

1  Now sing we, now rejoice, Now raise to heav’n our voice; 

He from whom joy streameth Poor in a manger lies; 

Not so brightly beameth The sun in yonder skies. 

Thou my Savior art! Thou my Savior art! 

 

2  Come from on high to me; I cannot rise to thee. 

Cheer my wearied spirit, O pure and holy Child; 

Through thy grace and merit, Blest Jesus, Lord most mild, 

Draw me unto thee! Draw me unto thee! 

 

3  Now through his Son doth shine The Father’s grace divine. 

Death o’er us had reigned Through sin and vanity; 

He for us obtained Eternal joy on high. 

May we praise him there! May we praise him there! 

 

4  Oh, where shall joy be found? Where but on heav’nly ground? 

Where the angels singing With all his saints unite, 

Sweetest praises bringing In heav’nly joy and light. 

Oh, that we were there! Oh, that we were there! 

Please stand 

PRAYER 

M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear 

them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by 

your Holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

C: Amen. 
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BLESSING 

M: May he who by his incarnation gathered things earthly and heavenly into one,  

 fill us with such joy that comes with the knowledge of the forgiveness of sins and the 

hope of eternal life. And the blessing of God Almighty — the Father, the  Son, and the 

Holy Spirit — be upon you and remain with you always. 

C: Amen 

Please be seated 

CLOSING HYMN Joy to the World | 62(1-4) 

1  Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare him room 

And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

 

2  Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

Let all their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

3  No more let sins and sorrows grow 

Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make his blessings flow 

Far as the curse is found, 

Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as the curse is found. 

 

4  He rules the world with truth and grace 

And makes the nations prove 

The glories of his righteousness 

And wonders of his love, 

And wonders of his love, 

And wonders, wonders of his love. 
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Merry Christmas! 

Thank you to the families that have provided  

Poinsettias for our Christmas services:  

 

 

Bedalov, Bitney, Brandt, Braun, Ekstowicz, Giesenschlag,  

Januzzi, Kirchner, Lechner, Loomis, Meier, Petzold, Raasch,  

Renner, Schmick, Wetzel 

 
  



15 

 

  



16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.pilgrimcares.org 

 

 

 
Pastor Collin Vanderhoof  Principal Kevin Klug 

608.548.0670 262.781.3520 or 920.253.7688 

cvanderhoof@pilgrimcares.org kklug@pilgrimcares.org 

 

 

Visitation Pastor Early Childhood Director 

Pastor William Kirchner Bethany Anderson 

414.379.0425  262.781.3520. 

wckirch@yahoo.com banderson@pilgrimcares.org 

http://www.pilgrimcares.org/
mailto:mhintz@pilgrimcares.org
mailto:wckirch@yahoo.com

