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AGENDA UNCOVERED: WHAT MUST BE SAID, NOT WHAT OTHERS WANT TO HEAR.
Last week we saw that there can be a temptation to alter the message we proclaim to avoid
apparent failure and rejection. This week we see that there is also a temptation to alter the
message we proclaim because of apparent success. If a church makes its central focus things
like personal improvement, healing for the sick, or social justice, that church may draw a
crowd. It just fails to carry out the agenda Christ has given his Church. The gospel of
forgiveness is to be the center of all our preaching and teaching. The agenda for Christ's
Church is set. It's the same agenda that was followed by the Church's Christ.
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The Service, Setting Three
When Training Up a Child

CW 759

Text: © 2021 Michael D. Schultz, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872
Tune: Public domain

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Confession
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.
Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy

CW 190
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Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872
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Glory to God in the Highest

CW 191
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Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872
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The Word
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you sent your Son to proclaim your kingdom and teach with authority.
Anoint us with the power of your Spirit that we too may bring good news to the afflicted,
bind up the brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the captive; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.
Be seated

First Reading

Isaiah 61:1–6

1

The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners,
2
to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor and the day of vengeance of our God,
to comfort all who mourn, 3and provide for those who grieve in Zion—
to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes,
the oil of joy instead of mourning,
and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair.
They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the LORD
for the display of his splendor.
4
They will rebuild the ancient ruins and restore the places long devastated;
they will renew the ruined cities that have been devastated for generations.
5
Strangers will shepherd your flocks; foreigners will work your fields and vineyards.
6
And you will be called priests of the LORD, you will be named ministers of our God.
You will feed on the wealth of nations, and in their riches you will boast.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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A Cappella Choir

Wisconsin Lutheran High School

Second Reading

Acts 4:23–31

23

On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that
the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24When they heard this, they raised their
voices together in prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made the heavens and
the earth and the sea, and everything in them. 25You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the
mouth of your servant, our father David:
“ ‘Why do the nations rage
and the peoples plot in vain?
26
The kings of the earth rise up
and the rulers band together
against the Lord
and against his anointed one.’
27

Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel
in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28They did
what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen. 29Now, Lord, consider
their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 30Stretch
out your hand to heal and perform signs and wonders through the name of your holy
servant Jesus.”
31
After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all
filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Stand

Gospel Acclamation

Luke 4:18

Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872

Gospel

Luke 4:16–30

16

He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went
into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the scroll of the prophet
Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:
18

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free,
19
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
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20

Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of
everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21He began by saying to them, “Today
this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”
22
All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips.
“Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they asked.
23
Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal yourself!’
And you will tell me, ‘Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in
Capernaum.’ ”
24
“Truly I tell you,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in his hometown. 25I assure
you that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for three
and a half years and there was a severe famine throughout the land. 26Yet Elijah was not
sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 27And there were
many in Israel with leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was
cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian.”
28
All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. 29They got up,
drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was
built, in order to throw him off the cliff. 30But he walked right through the crowd and went
on his way.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
Be seated

A Cappella Choir

Wisconsin Lutheran High School
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O Christians, Haste

CW 901

Text: Public domain
Tune: © 1993 Bruce R. Backer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872
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Sermon
Stand

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Be seated

Adult Confirmation
10:30am, Charles Entringer

Prayer of the Church
Eternal Father, your Word is a lamp for our feet and a light to our path. You inspired the
Scriptures for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness, so that your
servants might be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
Lead us to love your Word more and more and to receive your message with great
eagerness.
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You have given us your Word that we may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
and that by believing we may have life in his name. Enable us to see the wonders of your
love in Christ from the beginning to the end of your holy book.
Help us to see Jesus, the pioneer and perfector of our faith.
Work in all your people, especially in parents, the resolve and patience to teach little
children the simple truths about the Savior who loves them. Walk with us as we take our
children to the manger, the cross, and the empty tomb. Let them find Jesus in stories,
songs, and prayers.
Move us to bring up our children in the training and instruction of the Lord.
Provide wisdom and commitment to teachers who train our young people in Sunday
Schools and youth Bible classes. Deepen their knowledge of your Word as they prepare
and share the lessons they teach. Move them to model a sincere devotion to the
Scriptures.
Lead us to plan for and support the Christian training of children.
We thank you for enabling our congregation to provide elementary (and secondary)
education for our children. We know our schools are your special blessing, and we pray for
the resolve to establish and maintain standards of excellence in all aspects of education.
Move us to be generous in our offerings so that teachers may teach and students may learn
in fitting surroundings.
Lead us to provide Christian schools that reflect the immensity of your love.
Bless the schools and teachers who prepare public ministers of the gospel for service in our
churches and around the world. Lead teachers and professors to be faithful to your Word
and provide insights that enable them to pass on your truth to their students. Ignite the
zeal of young men and women to be willing and eager to share the truths of Scripture with
others. Move us to support with our prayers and gifts the schools our synod has
established.
We pray that you send workers in your harvest fields.
Work in us that we may find the lasting value of growing in the grace and knowledge of
Christ. Lead us to be faithful in our personal study of the Scriptures and in participating in
regular Bible classes. Rid us of all thoughts that Christian education ends in our youth.
Make us life-long students of your precious Word.
Lead us to believe that at every age your Word remains a lamp for our feet and a
light to our path.
How can a young person stay on the path of purity? By living according to your Word.
Even when we are old and gray, lead us to meditate on your decrees that we may delight in
your wonderful deeds.
Do good to your servants, Lord, according to your Word. Amen.
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Offering
The Offering Plate is available on the shelf as you leave. If you wish to give an electronic offering, we have
provided a QR code at the end of this worship folder. You can also go to pilgrimcares.org/giving to give your
offerings online.

Preach You the Word

CW 895 sts. 1–2, 6

Text: © 1971 The Franzmann Family. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872
Tune: Public domain
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Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.
Be seated
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Go Forth and Preach the Gospel

CW 908

Text: © 2009 Birnamwood Publications, a div. of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872
Tune: Public domain
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Parents’ Preview for
January 30/February 2
PURPOSE
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a
Psalm refrain, or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer are that parents will teach this
portion of the service to their children at home during the week so that children can
participate more fully in the worship service.

Arise, Your Light Is Come
Christian Worship #387

Text: © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872
Tune: Public domain

PRAYER
Almighty and everlasting God, look with mercy on our weaknesses, and in all our dangers
and needs stretch out the right hand of your majesty to help and defend us; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.
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Dear members of Pilgrim.
Over the past year many of you have given a great deal of support for the Northside Lutheran
Ministries mission in Milwaukee.
This was especially true over the last three months of 2021. Your donations of money, food,
clothing and Christmas gifts was overwhelming and much appreciated by the people who attend
Bible studies and worship services at the ministry. It shows them that they are in your thoughts
and prayers. They thank you and God.
I wish to also thank the young people of Pilgrim in school and Pioneers for the gifts and prayers
you offered. Thank you also for the birthday wishes and the cards drawn by the school students.
Thanks also to Joel and Carol Bradtke who have participated in the ministry in Bible classes and
Sunday worship and doing a lot of work in the building.
Your love for people less fortunate than you praises the God you worship. God bless all of you.
Thanks.
Sincerely, Pastor William Kirchner

Pilgrim Lutheran Church can receive offerings electronically through a secure
website. Scan the QR code with your smart phone (you might need to
download a free QR scanning app) to be directed to Pilgrim’s giving page or
visit pilgrimcares.org/giving. Save the check – give online!

Visitors! Thank you for visiting today, we’d love to get to know you so we can
better serve your spiritual needs. We would really appreciate if you were able
to take the time to fill out a short questionnaire about your visit by following
this QR code. Thank you, and we hope to see you again soon!
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