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DEFINITIONS UNCOVERED: BLESSINGS ARE CURSED; CURSES ARE BLESSED
When someone is new to something, there is a period of orientation. For example, when
someone takes up a new game or sport, they need to first learn the rules. Likewise, when
someone is a new disciple of Jesus, a period of orientation follows. It's necessary, because by
nature we assume that Jesus' kingdom works the same way the world works. The truth that is
uncovered this week is that the principles on which Jesus' kingdom runs are the exact opposite
of the principles of the world. That which the world considers to be a blessing can often be a
curse. And that which the world calls bad, God always uses for the good of those he loves.
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The Service, Setting Three
Afflicted Saint, to Christ Draw Near

CW 867

Due to copyright restrictions, please open your hymnal to 867.

Holy Baptism

Page 151

10:30am, Elizabeth Renee Stenavich, Daughter of William and Katie Stenavich

Stand

Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.
Silence for meditation and reflection
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Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy

CW 190
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Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872

Glory to God in the Highest

CW 191
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Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872

The Word
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
O God of power and might, you know that we live in the midst of many great dangers, and
in our frailty we cannot stand upright. Give us strength and protection to support us in all
peril, and carry us through all temptations; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Be seated
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First Reading
5

Jeremiah 17:5–8

This is what the LORD says:
“Cursed is the one who trusts in man,
who draws strength from mere flesh
and whose heart turns away from the LORD.
6
That person will be like a bush in the wastelands;
they will not see prosperity when it comes.
They will dwell in the parched places of the desert,
in a salt land where no one lives.
7

“But blessed is the one who trusts in the LORD,
whose confidence is in him.
8
They will be like a tree planted by the water
that sends out its roots by the stream.
It does not fear when heat comes;
its leaves are always green.
It has no worries in a year of drought
and never fails to bear fruit.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Blessed Are They

Psalm 1A

Blessed is the one who / does not walk
in step with the / wicked
or stand in the way that / sinners take
or sit in the company of / mockers,
but whose delight is in the law / of the LORD,
and who meditates on his law / day and night.
That person is like a tree planted by streams of / water,
which yields its fruit in / season
and whose leaf does not / wither—
whatever they do / prospers. Refrain
Not so the / wicked!
They are like chaff that the wind / blows away.
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the / judgment,
nor sinners in the assembly of the / righteous. Refrain
For the LORD watches over the way of the / righteous,
but the way of the wicked leads to de- / struction.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain
Text: © 1969, 1981, 1997 ICEL. Used by permission: License no. 130028684 Music: © 1998 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872
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Second Reading

2 Corinthians 12:7b–10

Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in my
flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it
away from me. 9But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made
perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so
that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses,
in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am
strong.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation

Psalm 121:8

Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872
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Gospel

Luke 6:17–26

17

He went down with them and stood on a level place. A large crowd of his disciples was
there and a great number of people from all over Judea, from Jerusalem, and from the
coastal region around Tyre and Sidon, 18who had come to hear him and to be healed of
their diseases. Those troubled by impure spirits were cured, 19and the people all tried to
touch him, because power was coming from him and healing them all.
20
Looking at his disciples, he said:
“Blessed are you who are poor,
for yours is the kingdom of God.
21
Blessed are you who hunger now,
for you will be satisfied.
Blessed are you who weep now,
for you will laugh.
22
Blessed are you when people hate you,
when they exclude you and insult you
and reject your name as evil,
because of the Son of Man.
23

“Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For that is
how their ancestors treated the prophets.
24

“But woe to you who are rich,
for you have already received your comfort.
25
Woe to you who are well fed now,
for you will go hungry.
Woe to you who laugh now,
for you will mourn and weep.
26
Woe to you when everyone speaks well of you,
for that is how their ancestors treated the false prophets.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
Be seated
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Day by Day

CW 803

Text: © 1992 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872
Tune: Public domain
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Sermon
Stand

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Be seated

Prayer of the Church
Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the globe on which
we live. You control all things through your Son, who sits at your right hand in glory.
Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence.
Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away our confusion, and
demolish our doubts. Send your Spirit to strengthen both our confidence in your promises
and our desire to live according to your will.
Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your grace.
13

The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us from scoffers who
sneer at your truth. Spare us and Christians around the world from all forms of hate and
persecution.
Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy.
Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare for future days.
Help them distinguish between what is passing and what is eternal, between instant thrills
and lasting joy. Encourage more young people to prepare for service in the public ministry
of the gospel.
Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.
Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or emotional pain and all
who are afflicted by disease or facing death. Pour out your compassion on the grieving,
and comfort the mourners who miss someone they loved.
Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can.
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us. Give us
patience to accept your blessings in whatever way you send them. In your love and
wisdom, prepare us for the day when you will take us to be with you forever.
Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Offering
The Offering Plate is available on the shelf as you leave. If you wish to give an electronic offering, we have
provided a QR code at the end of this worship folder. You can also go to pilgrimcares.org/giving to give your
offerings online.
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Blest Are They

CW 690 sts. 1, Ref, 3–4

Text and tune: © 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872

15

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.
Be seated
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How Firm a Foundation

CW 800

Text and tune: Public domain
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Visitors! Thank you for visiting today, we’d love to get to know you so we can
better serve your spiritual needs. We would really appreciate if you were able
to take the time to fill out a short questionnaire about your visit by following
this QR code. Thank you, and we hope to see you again soon!
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Parents’ Preview for February 20/23

PURPOSE
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a
Psalm refrain, or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer are that parents will teach this
portion of the service to their children at home during the week so that children can
participate more fully in the worship service.

Back by popular demand!
Next weekend’s services will feature the Hymn Sing format that we
followed last summer. Before next weekend, research your favorite hymns
to be chosen throughout the service. A few reminders:
 The hymns must come from the new hymnal
 We will sing the first and last stanzas of each hymn

 Raise your hand and Pastor V will do his best to call on you

PRAYER
Heavenly Father, keep your family continually in true faith, so that those who rely only on
the hope of your heavenly grace may be protected by your mighty power; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.
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