Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
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FOCUSED LIVING PROPERLY VALUES HEAVENLY TREASURE
Last week Jesus warned us against overvaluing earthly wealth. This week Jesus warns against
undervaluing heavenly treasure. Last week, Jesus exposed the folly of greed. This week,
Jesus exposes the folly of worry, even when faced with the prospect of having a shortage of
earthly wealth. This week might be the bigger challenge! When it seems we lack providence
or protection for our daily lives, it can be hard to avoid worry. But Jesus focuses us. He points
to creatures that do not labor or toil, yet are daily fed and clothed. Even more Jesus points to
our Father who promises to give us the heavenly treasures of his kingdom. Jesus assures us
that Father will throw in needed earthly possessions as well. We can pursue heavenly
treasure wholeheartedly, confident that our Father knows all we need.

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven
belongs to such as these.” We know that keeping little children occupied for an entire church
service can be a challenge. Don’t worry; most of those worshiping around you have been in your
shoes at one time. If you feel that you need to take your child out of church at any time, we have
a Children’s Room to the right as you exit the worship area. The first parking space in front of
church is designated for expectant mothers and families with small children.
Restrooms are located to your left as you exit the worship area. There are changing tables in
both restrooms.
LARGE PRINT copies of worship materials are available from the ushers. If you have any questions
or need assistance, please feel free to ask an usher.
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The Service, Setting One
Where Your Treasure Is

CW 828

Continued
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Text (st. 4): Michael D. Schultz, b. 1963; (sts. Ref–3): Marty Haugen, b. 1950 Tune: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 Text (st. 4): © 2006 Michael
D. Schultz, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872 Text (sts. Ref–3) and tune: © 2000 GIA
Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
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But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.
Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy
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Tune: Kevin Becker Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872

Glory Be to God

CW 157
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The Word
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray and
willing to give far more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us the abundance of
your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those
good things for which we are not worthy to ask except through the merits and mediation
of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.
Be seated
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First Reading

Genesis 15:1–6

1

After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision:
“Do not be afraid, Abram.
I am your shield,
your very great reward.”

2

But Abram said, “Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless and
the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have
given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.”
4
Then the word of the LORD came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son who
is your own flesh and blood will be your heir.” 5He took him outside and said, “Look up at
the sky and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall
your offspring be.”
6
Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

I Lift Up My Eyes to the Mountains

Psalm 121A

8

I lift up my eyes to the / mountains—
where does my help / come from?
My help comes / from the LORD,
the maker of / heaven and earth.
He will not let your / foot slip—
he who watches over you will not / slumber;
indeed, he who watches over / Israel
will neither / slumber nor sleep. Refrain
The LORD watches / over you—
the LORD is your shade / at your right hand.
The LORD will keep you / from all harm—
he will watch / over your life;
the LORD will watch over your coming and / going
both now and for- / evermore.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain
Tune: Marty Haugen Text: Public domain Tune: © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872 Setting: © 2021
Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872

Second Reading

Hebrews 11:1–3,8–16

1

Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.
This is what the ancients were commended for.
3
By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is
seen was not made out of what was visible.
8
By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance,
obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 9By faith he made his
home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did
Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10For he was looking
forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11And by faith
even Sarah, who was past childbearing age, was enabled to bear children because she
considered him faithful who had made the promise. 12And so from this one man, and he as
good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as
the sand on the seashore.
13
All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the
things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, admitting that
they were foreigners and strangers on earth. 14People who say such things show that they
2

9

are looking for a country of their own. 15If they had been thinking of the country they had
left, they would have had opportunity to return. 16Instead, they were longing for a better
country—a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has
prepared a city for them.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation

Luke 12:32

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872
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Gospel

Luke 12:22–34

22

Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life,
what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. 23For life is more than food, and
the body more than clothes. 24Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no
storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than birds!
25
Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to your life? 26Since you cannot do this
very little thing, why do you worry about the rest?
27
“Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even
Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 28If that is how God clothes the
grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much
more will he clothe you—you of little faith! 29And do not set your heart on what you will
eat or drink; do not worry about it. 30For the pagan world runs after all such things, and
your Father knows that you need them. 31But seek his kingdom, and these things will be
given to you as well.
32
“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the
kingdom. 33Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that
will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes near and
no moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
Be seated

How Firm a Foundation

CW 800

1

How firm a foundation, you saints of the Lord,
is laid for your faith in his excellent Word!
What more can he say than to you he has said,
to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

2

“Fear not, I am with you, O be not dismayed,
for I am your God and will still give you aid;
I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.
Continued
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3

“When through the deep waters I call you to go,
the rivers of sorrow shall not overflow,
for I will be with you, your troubles to bless,
and sanctify to you your deepest distress.

4

“When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie,
my grace all-sufficient shall be your supply;
the flames will not hurt you; I only design
your dross to consume and your gold to refine.

5

“The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose
I will not, I will not, desert to its foes;
that soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake!”
Text: A Selection of Hymns, London, 1787, ed. John Rippon, alt. Text: Public domain

Sermon
Stand

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
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He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated

Prayer of the Church
Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your
Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit
and his working through the means of grace.
Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives.
Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow
and love toward all may increase.
Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world.
Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives
of faith.
Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks
of life.
Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and
judge our laws.
Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil.
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Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and
science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is
difficult or dangerous.
Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task.
Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity.. Remember those who suffer
persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws near.
Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care.
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer
We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest from
their labors. Console those who are mourning or living with sadness.
Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven.
Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again.
Amen.

Offering
Offering boxes are located in the back of Church. If you wish to give an electronic offering, we have provided a
QR code at the end of this worship folder. You can also go to pilgrimcares.org/giving to give your offerings
online.
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The Sacrament
The Bible teaches that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ, and with one
another, as Christians who are united around a common confession of faith. With that in mind, we invite all
members of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod to come forward. If you wish to partake of the
Supper with us in the future, please speak to Pastor after the service. He would be happy to help you take
that step.

Stand

Preface

CW 165
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lived
among us as a human being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace and truth.
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and
join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy

CW 167

Prayer of Thanksgiving
We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be
our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all
things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the
cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you.
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As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us
together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we
glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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O Christ, Lamb of God

CW 169

Be seated

Distribution
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By Faith

CW 868 sts. 1–2, Ref, 3–5

Continued
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4

By faith the church was called to go
in the pow’r of the Spirit to the lost
to deliver captives and to preach good news
in ev’ry corner of the earth. (Refrain)

5

By faith this mountain shall be moved
and the pow’r of the gospel shall prevail,
for we know in Christ all things are possible
for all who call upon his name. (Refrain)
Text: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Keith Getty, b. 1974 Tune: arr. Ruth N. Coleman, b. 1953; Stuart Townend, b.
1963; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Keith Getty, b. 1974 Text: © 2009 Thankyou Music (PRS), admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com; © Getty
Music Publishing (ASCAP), admin. Music Services . Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872 Tune: © 2009 Thankyou Music, admin.
CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872

Stand

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray
that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.
Be seated

Precious Lord, Take My Hand

CW 835

Please open your hymnal.
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Guests! Thank you for visiting today, we’d love to get to know you so we
can better serve your spiritual needs. We would really appreciate if you
were able to take the time to fill out a short questionnaire about your visit
by following this QR code. Thank you, and we hope to see you again soon!

Pilgrim Lutheran Church can receive offerings electronically through a
secure website. Scan the QR code with your smart phone (you might
need to download a free QR scanning app) to be directed to Pilgrim’s
giving page or visit pilgrimcares.org/giving. Save the check – give online!

21

Parents’ Preview for August 14/17
PURPOSE
The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a
Psalm refrain, or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer are that parents will teach this
portion of the service to their children at home during the week so that children can
participate more fully in the worship service.

Back by popular demand!
Next weekend’s services will feature the Hymn Sing format that we
followed last summer. Before next weekend, research your
favorite hymns to be chosen throughout the service. A few
reminders:
 The hymns must come from the new hymnal
 We will sing the first and last stanzas of each hymn
 Raise your hand and Pastor V will do his best to call on you
PRAYER
Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift of grace that we come into your
presence and offer true and faithful service. Grant that our worship on earth may always
be pleasing to you, and in the life to come give us the fulfillment of what you have
promised; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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News & Notes
Save the Date! Sunday, September 11 we will have our Church Picnic! One special service
at 10:30am (no 8:00am service) with a meal to follow. More information coming soon –
there is a sign up sheet on the shelf in the back of Church – please let us know you are
coming!
Our own Pilgrim Lutheran Early Childhood Center is looking for After School Childcare
Teachers for the 2022-23 school year. Teachers work with children ages 3-12, divided into two
age groups. Hours are 1:00-6:00pm and the schedule is flexible based on availability. Pay is
$13+ per hour depending on education/degree/experience. Please contact Mrs. Bethany
Anderson for more information or to receive an application. banderson@pilgrimcares.org or
262-781-8305.
Summer Cleaning Dates Ready to help us spruce up the school for the year? Pilgrim will be
having two summer cleaning dates we could use your help with! There will be outside and
inside projects to help with. Saturday, August 13 starting at 8am, and Tuesday, August 16
starting at 4pm. Come when you can and stay however long you can! Many hands make light
work. No need to sign up - just come! Contact the office if you have any questions.
Women’s Book Club is starting again on Thursday, September 8 at 6:30 in the Gathering
Space at school. We will be reading Twelve Extraordinary Women How God Shaped Women of
the Bible and What He Wants to Do with You By John MacArthur. Book Club runs from 6:307:30. All ladies are welcome to come encourage one another as we look at God’s Word
together! Even if you can’t make every date, please come when you can! The Book is available
from NPH or Amazon. Please let the Office know by 8/21 if you would like Pilgrim to order the
book for you. Upcoming Schedule: 9/8: Eve, 9/ 22: Sarah, 10/6: Rahab and Ruth, 10/20:
Hannah, 11/3: Mary **Thai Village Display before and after**, 11/17: Anna and The Samaritan
Woman 12/1: Mary and Martha, 12/15: Mary Magdalene and Lydia. Please reach out to
Gretchen Klug 920-253-8777 with any questions!
WELS/ELS Singles is having an event near you! Join us for Art a la Carte at the Milwaukee
County Zoo on Sunday, August 21 at 2 pm, We will meet at the picnic area, behind the
carousel on the south side of the welcome center. We can then decide how to meander
through the zoo for animals, vendors, and live music. Questions contact
Rachel, rachelfritz@yahoo.com
Treasure Life Events - You're invited to the Treasure Life Event fundraisers for WELS
Lutherans for Life on Friday, October 14, at the Milwaukee Marriott West Hotel in Waukesha.
The event is complimentary, but registration is required. All funds raised will directly support
life-affirming help for abortion-vulnerable mothers, youth development, pregnancy support
for women, parenting education, and after-abortion support. Find all the details and register
at Treasure-Life.org. For questions call 414-727-8176 or email contact@ALife2.com.
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8:00am

10:30am

August 7

Bob Schaenzer
Micah Vanderhoof

Bryan Giesenschlag
Dan Vaghar

August 14

Jim Brandt
Keith Gennerman

Jim Prekop
Andy Steeno

Bill & LaVonne Kirchner
Pete & Amy Kuske

Joe & Marlene Bedalov
Ben & Elaine Glatzel

Ushers

Greeters
August 7
August 14

ATTENDANCE – DOES NOT INCLUDE ONLINE WORSHIPPERS
7-31

116 + 85 = 201

8-3
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www.pilgrimcares.org
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cvanderhoof@pilgrimcares.org
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262.781.3520 or 920.253.7688
kklug@pilgrimcares.org

Visitation Pastor
Pastor William Kirchner
414.379.0425
wckirch@yahoo.com

Early Childhood Director
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banderson@pilgrimcares.org
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