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Pilgrim Evangelical Lutheran Church (WELS) 

W156 N5436 Bette Drive, Menomonee Falls, WI  |  262-781-3520  |   office@pilgrimcares.org 
 

 

HE LIVES TO RULE ALL THINGS FOR THE CHURCH 

We understand why God became man in the person of Christ. The Savior needed to be able to 
suffer and die to atone for mankind’s sin. What is fascinating is that when the work of 
redemption was completed, the Son of God did not set aside his humanity. The God-man 
ascended into heaven. It is a human, our brother, who sits on heaven’s throne. The ascension 
marks the completion of Jesus’ earthly mission, but it does not signify the end of his work. 
While on earth, Jesus had set aside so much of his divine power. But Jesus now picks all that 
power back up again. He ascended to exercise his limitless authority for the Church as we 
carry out our mission to be Christ’s ambassadors of grace to the world. He lives! And he is in 
absolute and perfect control, ruling over Creation for the eternal well-being of his friends. 
And that is what we are! The Festival of the Ascension is one of the oldest and most joyful 
celebrations in the Christian Church. It will be observed by Christians until Christ returns to 
take us to be with him. 

 
Restrooms are located to your left as you exit the worship area.  There are changing tables in 
both restrooms.  

LARGE PRINT copies of worship materials are available from the ushers.  If you have any questions 
or need assistance, please feel free to ask an usher.         
 
Thank you for worshiping with us today!  Whether you are a guest or a member 
we would love to know you are here!  Please use this QR code to sign our 
digital friendship register.  There are also tablets available in the back of Church 
for you to sign in. 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister & Preacher Pastor Aaron Winkelman 

Organist Amy Balza 

Cantor Samantha O’Connell 
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The Service, Setting One 

Across the Lands CW 549 

The Cantor will sing stanza one. 
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Stand 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Ascension Dialogue 

Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights above. 
Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his heavenly 
hosts.                                                                   
  
How majestic is the Lord’s name in all the earth! 
He has set his glory above the 
heavens.                                                                                                 
  
For the Lord is the Most High over all the earth. 
He is exalted far above all 
gods.                                                                                                             
  
God has ascended amid shouts of joy, the Lord amid the sounding of trumpets. 
God reigns over the nations; God is seated on his holy 
throne.                                                               
  
The Lord reigns, let the nations tremble. 
He sits enthroned between the cherubim, let the earth 
shake.                                                               
  
The throne of our God will last forever and ever. 
A scepter of justice will be the scepter of his 
kingdom.                                                                           
  
Praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted. 
His splendor is above the earth and the heavens. 
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This Is the Feast CW 938 sts. Ref–5, Final Refrain 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Richard W. Hillert, 1923–2010; John W. Arthur, 1922–1980 Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 1923–2010 Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg 
Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872 Tune: © 1975, 1988 Richard W. Hillert. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872 
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The Word 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Lord Jesus, King of glory, on this day you ascended far above the heavens, and at God’s 

right hand you rule the nations. Leave us not alone, we pray, but grant us the Spirit of 

truth that, at your command and by your power, we may be your witnesses in all the 

world; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

Be seated 
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First Reading Acts 1:1–11 

 
1In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to 

teach 2until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy 
Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3After his suffering, he presented himself to them and 
gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty 
days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4On one occasion, while he was eating with 
them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my 
Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5For John baptized with water, 
but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 
 6Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going 
to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
 7He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by 
his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.” 
 9After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him 
from their sight. 
 10They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two 
men dressed in white stood beside them. 11“Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand 
here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will 
come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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God Mounts His Throne to Shouts of Joy Psalm 47C 

The Cantor will introduce the refrain, and sing the verses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3): Nicholas Palmer; (Ref): Lectionary for Mass Tune: Nicholas Palmer Text (Ref): © 1969 ICEL. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872 
Text (sts. 1–3) and tune: © 1995 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872 
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Second Reading Ephesians 1:15–23 

 15For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for 
all God’s people, 16I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my 
prayers. 17I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give 
you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18I pray that the 
eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he 
has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19and his 
incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty 
strength 20he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right 
hand in the heavenly realms, 21far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and 
every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22And 
God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the 
church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

  



10 

 

Stand 

Gospel Acclamation CW 385 sts. Ref, 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Luke Thompson, b. 1981 Tune: Kent Reeder, b. 1986; Luke Thompson, b. 1981 Text and tune: © 2017 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by 
permission: OneLicense no. 712872 
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Gospel Luke 24:44–53 

 44He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be 
fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 
 45Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46He told them, 
“This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 
47and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49I am going to send you what 
my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from 
on high.” 
 50When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and 
blessed them. 51While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 
52Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53And they stayed 
continually at the temple, praising God. 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be seated 
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A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing CW 472 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



13 

 

5 Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, 

and be our future great reward. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

Then, throned with you forever, we 

shall praise your name eternally. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

6 O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 

all praise to you let earth accord. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

You are, while endless ages run, 

with Father and with Spirit one. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Text: tr. composite; The Venerable Bede, 673–735, abr. Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, Köln, 1623 Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon 
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Stand 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Be seated 
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Prayer of the Church 

Confident of our Lord’s return, let us approach our Father’s throne of mercy on behalf of 

the Church and of all people. 

  

Gracious Lord God, amid shouts of joy we celebrate your Son’s ascension into heaven 

where he is now seated in majesty at your right hand. Grant your Church steadfastness in 

these gray and latter days that she may hold to the truth and boldly confess the saving 

name of Jesus.  

As the devil, the world, and our sinful nature seek to silence our witness, grant us 

courage to believe and confess that Jesus is Lord.  

 

Even as your beloved Son intercedes on behalf of his Church, so has he commanded us to 

pray for others.  

Hear us, O Lord, as we implore you to show mercy to those in need: 

  

to the sick, the lonely, and the depressed grant relief; 

to the dying and those who mourn bring comfort; 

to the hungry, the homeless, and the unemployed send your help; 

to the elderly, give joy for living life to the full; 

to the young, send patience to wait for the fuller life to come; 

to husbands and wives and their families and to single parents who raise their children 

alone grant wisdom and strength.  

Bestow your blessings to all who depend on your power and grace. 

  

Almighty Father, you are the good Giver of all that we have. In your mercy continue to 

grant us daily bread, supplying us with what we need before we even ask.  

Teach us to be thankful and content, whether we have plenty or are in need. 

  

Come with your guidance, O Lord, and pour out your blessings on all who have gathered 

here to proclaim your love in speech, song, and symbol. May our worship enrich us so that 

our work for others adorns your love among them.  

Lead us to praise you as we joyfully wait for your return. 
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O Lord, heavenly Father, we remember the sufferings and death of your dear Son, Jesus 

Christ, for our salvation. Praising his victorious resurrection from the dead, we draw 

strength from his ascension before you, where he always intercedes for us as our own high 

priest. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the 

faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in his kingdom which has no end. 

Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us.  

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

To you alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Offering 

Offering boxes are located in the back of Church.   If you wish to give an electronic offering, we have provided a 
QR code at the end of this worship folder.  You can also go to pilgrimcares.org/giving to give your offerings 
online. 

The Sacrament 

The Bible teaches that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ, and with one 
another, as Christians who are united around a common confession of faith.  With that in mind, we invite all 
members of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod to come forward.  If you wish to partake of the 
Supper with us in the future, please speak to one of the Pastors after the service.  They would be happy to 
help you take that step. 

Stand 

Preface CW 165 

 

 



17 

 

 

 

 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lived 

among us as a human being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace and truth. 

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and 

join their glorious song: 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be 
our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all 
things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the 
cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 
together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we 
glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 
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Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 

O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Be seated 
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Distribution 

What Is This Bread CW 665 

 

 

 

 
Text: Frederic W. Baue, b. 1946 Tune: Jean Neuhauser Baue, b. 1951 Text and tune: © 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872 
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On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build CW 476 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. William M. Czamanske, 1873–1964, alt.; Josua Wegelin, 1604–1640 Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, Wittenberg, 1524 Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing 
House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872 Tune: Public domain 

Stand 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 
We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray 
that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
Amen. 

Be seated 

Draw Us to Thee CW 700 

 

 

 
Text: tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.; Friedrich Funcke, 1642–1699 Tune: As hymnodus sacer, Leipzig, 1625 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Pilgrim Lutheran Church can receive offerings electronically through a secure 
website. Scan the QR code with your smart phone (you might need to download a 
free QR scanning app) to be directed to Pilgrim’s giving page or visit 
pilgrimcares.org/giving.  Save the check – give online! 

http://pilgrimcares.org/
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GROWING ∙ SERVING ∙ REACHING 

Together, through faithful use of God’s Word, we 
 

 Kindle spiritual growth by cultivating a relationship with God in prayer, 
worship and Bible study, 

 Enlighten and equip people to contribute their gifts in service to God and the 
community, and 

 Reflect the light of Jesus to our community and the world. 

CONTACT INFORMATION – Pilgrimcares.org 

 

Pastor Collin Vanderhoof Pastor Aaron Winkelman 
cvanderhoof@pilgrimcares.org awinkelman@pilgrimcares.org 
608.548.0670 219.380.2212 
 
Pastor William Kirchner Principal Kevin Klug 
wckirch@yahoo.com  kklug@pilgrimcares.org 
414.379.0425 920.253.7688 

Early Childhood Director Bethany Anderson 

banderson@pilgrimcares.org  
920.238.1024 

 


