
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

WELS 175th Anniversary Celebration 
 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2025 
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Pilgrim Evangelical Lutheran Church (WELS) 

W156 N5436 Bette Drive, Menomonee Falls, WI  |  262-781-3520  |   office@pilgrimcares.org 
Worship services - Wednesday 6:30pm, Sunday 8:00 and 10:30am 

 

 

The Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod is celebrating its 175th anniversary in 2025 
under the theme “Christ Through Us.” From one seminary in 1865, one world mission in 
1893, and 800 congregations mostly in the Midwest as of 1965, we can now easily see 
how Christ has worked through his good news of salvation in Word and sacraments to 
move this body of believers to establish a Scripture-based ministerial education system, 
world missions in 45 countries, and more than 1,200 congregations across the United 
States. The “Christ Through Us” theme will also inform the work of WELS in a ten-year 
detailed plan to proclaim our Savior’s love. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Aaron Winkelman 

Preacher Pastor Collin Vanderhoof 

Organist David Porth 
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O Church, Arise CW 870 
8:00am, Grades 7-8 will sing stanza one. 
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Stand 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus 
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy 
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Glory to God in the Highest 
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Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer Tune: © 2002 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission:  
OneLicense no. 712872 
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The Word 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

God, our refuge and strength, have mercy on your church as we come in prayer to 
thank you for 175 years of blessings on WELS. Continue to speak the peace and 
forgiveness of Christ through us as he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Be seated 

First Reading Deuteronomy 6:1–9 

 1These are the commands, decrees and laws the LORD your God directed me to teach 
you to observe in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess, 2so that you, 
your children and their children after them may fear the LORD your God as long as you 
live by keeping all his decrees and commands that I give you, and so that you may 
enjoy long life. 3Hear, Israel, and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you and 
that you may increase greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, just as the LORD, 
the God of your ancestors, promised you. 
 4Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5Love the LORD your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 6These commandments 
that I give you today are to be on your hearts. 7Impress them on your children. Talk 
about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie 
down and when you get up. 8Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on 
your foreheads. 9Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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All People That on Earth Do Dwell Psalm 100B 

 

 

 
Text: William Kethe, alt. Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551 Tune: Public domain 

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 5:18–21 

 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation: 19that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, 
not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of 
reconciliation. 20We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making 
his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21God 
made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 

Gospel Acclamation Psalm 133:1 

 

 
Tune: © 2002, 2021 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872 

Gospel Luke 5:1–11 

 1One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, the people were crowding 
around him and listening to the word of God. 2He saw at the water’s edge two boats, 
left there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets. 3He got into one of the boats, 
the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat 
down and taught the people from the boat. 
 4When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let 
down the nets for a catch.” 
 5Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything. 
But because you say so, I will let down the nets.” 
 6When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets 
began to break. 7So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help 
them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink. 
 8When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, 
Lord; I am a sinful man!” 9For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch 
of fish they had taken, 10and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s 
partners. 
 Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.” 
11So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him. 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be seated 
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The Church’s One Foundation CW 855 sts. 1–5 

 

 

 

 
Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839–1900, abr., alt. Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810–1876 Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon 

  



12 

 

Stand 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 
 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Be seated 
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Prayer of the Church 

Gracious God, the blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, has redeemed us from sin, and the 
work of your Spirit in our hearts has brought us to faith. According to your promise, 
preserve us in faith through your Word and sacraments. Accept our humble thanks for 
these rich blessings, and help us to rejoice in them and use them faithfully. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Gracious God, you have brought us together in a church body in which your Word is 
proclaimed faithfully, the message of reconciliation through Christ is the central focus 
of ministry, and the mission is to reach the lost and strengthen the saved. For this gift 
of your grace, we give you thanks. Work in us by your Holy Spirit to rekindle our zeal 
for the work you have set before us. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Gracious Lord, you have given us opportunities to proclaim your Word in our nation 
and throughout the world. Move the hearts of more young people to prepare for the 
teaching and preaching ministry. Help us view them as your precious gifts. Bless the 
work of our schools that prepare them for ministry and provide the opportunities for 
them to serve in your kingdom. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Gracious Lord, you have brought us together as a church body that we may proclaim 
your praise. Inspire us by your grace to let our light shine so that more people may be 
led to glorify you. Forgive us when we fall short of living and working together as your 
people. Renew in us an godly determination to serve you and one another in love. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
  
Gracious Lord, you have preserved our synod and blessed its ministry for the past 175 
years. We thank you for the faithful ministers of the gospel throughout our history 
who have taught your truth and proclaimed your Word. Bless us in the future as you 
have in the past so that our synod, its congregations, and each of us may boldly 
confess your name for the salvation of precious souls. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
 
Hear us, help us, and hold your guiding hand over us that in all our service your saving 
name may be glorified; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Offering 

Offering boxes are available in the back of church. If you wish to give an electronic offering, you may use the 
QR code located at the end of the bulletin or you may go to pilgrimcares.org/giving. We present the 
offerings before the altar as a reminder that our giving overflows out of the Gospel and is itself an act of 
worship. 

We Give Thee but Thine Own CW 750 

 

 
Text: William W. How, 1823–1897, abr. Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–1889 Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pilgrim Lutheran Church can receive offerings electronically through a secure 
website. Scan the QR code with your smart phone (you might need to 
download a free QR scanning app) to be directed to Pilgrim’s giving page or 
visit pilgrimcares.org/giving.  Save the check – give online! 

 
 
 

http://pilgrimcares.org/giving
http://pilgrimcares.org/
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The Sacrament 

The Bible teaches that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ, and with one 
another, as Christians who are united around a common confession of faith.  With that in mind, we invite all 
members of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod to come forward.  If you wish to partake of the 
Supper with us in the future, please speak to one of our Pastors after the service.  He would be happy to 
help you take that step. 

Stand 

Preface 

 

 

 
Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer Tune: © 2021 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, 
O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them 
to shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on 
earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending 
your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has 
ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 
 
 By his incarnation, he became one with us. 
    By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 
    By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 
    By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 
 
Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with 
repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and 
preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in 
glory everlasting. 
Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 

 body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 
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O Christ, Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be seated 

Distribution 
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O Christ, Who Called the Twelve CW 716 

 

 

 

 
Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007 Tune: English; adapt. Franklin L. Sheppard, 1852–1930 Text: © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by 
permission: OneLicense no. 712872 Tune: Public domain 
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O Lord, We Praise You CW 673 
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Stand 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We 
pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one 
another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
Amen. 

Be seated 

God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage CW 640 

 God’s Word is our great heritage 
    and shall be ours forever; 
to spread its light from age to age 
    shall be our chief endeavor. 
Through life it guides our way, 
in death it is our stay. 
Lord, grant, while worlds endure, 
we keep its teachings pure 
    throughout all generations. 

Text: tr. Ole G. Belsheim, alt.; Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783–1872 Text: Public domain 

Acknowledgments 
Setting Four from Christian Worship 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International 

Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of 

Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. Software distributed in partnership with  

Northwestern Publishing House. Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2022 

Concordia Publishing House. 
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News & Notes 

Flowers are given to the glory of God by Matthew and Dorian Medrow in celebration of 
their tenth wedding anniversary and Matt’s fortieth birthday. 

Guten Tag! Our Oktoberfest Sunday takes place next week on Sunday, October 26!  In 
order to properly plan for the potluck, we are asking everyone to RSVP 
to bring a dish to pass. You will also find several volunteer opportunities 
within this link. NEW this year: We are excited to offer a cornhole/bags 
tournament - start assembling your team!  Use the QR Code to RSVP, 
register your cornhole/bags team, and/or volunteer by Wednesday, 
October 22. A reminder that the entire Pilgrim student body sings in the 
9:30 Reformation worship service. Please contact David or Liz Porth with 
any questions. Prost! 

POLKA BAND INVITATION - If you or your child are interested in playing in our 2025 
Pilgrim Polka Band, please contact Mr. Porth so he can send you the music and 
recordings. A variety of instruments are welcome!  

At the November 6th meeting of the Tabitha Society we will meet and welcome Pilgrim's 
new kindergarten teacher, Rebecca Iles. All women of Pilgrim are welcome to attend this 
and any of our Tabitha Society meetings. We gather in the conference room at school at 
1:30 on a Thursday afternoon once a month. Irene Lape and Judy Konig will be providing 
refreshments for this meeting. Please join us. 

The Helping 5$ will take the month off to take time to donate Candy for our Trunk or 
Treat event! Please donate candy that will be handed out at the event!  

Christmas cards for shut ins: Looking for members that would like to send Christmas 
cards to shut ins and enjoy an afternoon of coffee and fellowship.  Cards will be provided 
if you don’t have your own! Meet at Fiddlehead’s on Appleton Ave, Menomonee Falls, 
Nov. 18th starting at 1 pm. Addresses will be provided. Please bring your own stamps. Any 
and all ages welcome!  Questions? Please contact Melissa Kehoe (414) 791-7291 

Youth Mental Health First Aid Training Opportunity Through Mental Health First Aid 
USA, more than 4 million people in the U.S. have been trained to identify, understand and 
respond to signs and symptoms of mental health and substance use challenges. Join the 
movement and attend our Youth Mental Health First Aid training on Saturday, November 
15, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM at Kettle Moraine Lutheran High School, Jackson, WI. This training 
is provided by Christian Family Solutions and is funded through an ARPA grant from 
Washington County Health and Human Services Behavioral Health. Anyone 18 and older 
can attend this free training. Go to KMLHS.org for more information. 
  

https://link.edgepilot.com/s/38bd39fb/8Zk-d9OqtEGRAiQrWHkFmg?u=http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/OmT8K1CwBv6hsE6CNcINyQ%7E%7E/AAAAAQA%7E/RgRpDe1fP0QlaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubWVudGFsaGVhbHRoZmlyc3RhaWQub3JnL1cHc2Nob29sbUIKZyvfuSxnbw9p8lIYQW5nZWxhLmdsYWVza2VAeWFob28uY29tWAQAAAAB
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/38bd39fb/8Zk-d9OqtEGRAiQrWHkFmg?u=http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/OmT8K1CwBv6hsE6CNcINyQ%7E%7E/AAAAAQA%7E/RgRpDe1fP0QlaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubWVudGFsaGVhbHRoZmlyc3RhaWQub3JnL1cHc2Nob29sbUIKZyvfuSxnbw9p8lIYQW5nZWxhLmdsYWVza2VAeWFob28uY29tWAQAAAAB
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/c415791b/ikHrUQd31kSj2aJwJ0nDEA?u=http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/FAP4VUK36LA0RpNlcu8jcA%7E%7E/AAAAAQA%7E/RgRpDe1fP0QlaHR0cHM6Ly9jaHJpc3RpYW5mYW1pbHlzb2x1dGlvbnMub3JnL1cHc2Nob29sbUIKZyvfuSxnbw9p8lIYQW5nZWxhLmdsYWVza2VAeWFob28uY29tWAQAAAAB
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Veterans Day Observance at KMLHS: All are welcome at this year's Veterans Day service 
on Thursday, Nov. 6th, 9:20am in the Performing Arts Center, with a special invitation to 
veterans, current military personnel, reservists, and their families. No RSVP is necessary. 
Additional information can be found at kmlhs.org/veterans.  

Book Give Away Join the Kettle Moraine Lutheran High School Student Council for a 
Book Give Away on Saturday, November 15, from 10:00 AM - noon in the KML Performing 
Arts Center. Students in PreK-8th grade are invited to pick out a BRAND NEW book, 
decorate a book bag, and enter a free drawing for a chance to win a LEGO or JellyCat. 
Questions? Text 262.707.1469. 
 
 
 
 
 
To the members of Pilgrim Lutheran Church: 
 
I am so thankful for the encouragement and support I have received over the past month 
as I have deliberated where I can best use my gifts in God’s kingdom.  Thank you also for 
the prayers you have offered on my behalf during this time. I am blessed to serve as one 
of your pastors.  
 
I have accepted the call to serve as pastor at Christ Our Redeemer in El Paso, 
Texas.  Please know that this decision was not made lightly.  The Lord is blessing the work 
here in so many ways.  The future is bright for Pilgrim.  And yet, I could not deny the 
urgency to go share the gospel with the lost in El Paso.  I trust the Lord will send the right 
man at the right time to work with Pastor Winkelman and to serve the people of Pilgrim. 
 
Plans for a transition will be worked out soon, but for now we will remain in Menomonee 
Falls so that Tiffany and Grace can finish out their school years.  I will be glad to continue 
serving during that time for as long as the leadership of Pilgrim feels it is wise. 
 
God bless you all. Your servant in Christ, 
 
Pastor V 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fall Service Project - Honoring Our Veterans 

http://kmlhs.org/veterans


24 

 

 
On Wednesday, October 29th, a speaker from Stars & Stripes 
Honor Flight will offer a presentation for Pilgrim Lutheran School. 
All students will then make cards for Veterans to be distributed at 
a local hospital. We are collecting freewill donations for Stars & 
Stripes Honor Flight (SSHF) with baskets available near the doors 
(checks made out to Stars and Stripes Honor Flight organization). 
If you would like to donate, learn more about the Stars and 
Stripes Honor Flight organization, or find more information about 
attending an honor flight yourself, 
visit starsandstripeshonorflight.org or use the QR code. The next 
Honor Flight Homecoming is Saturday, November 1st at 8:15pm or 9:15pm if you would 
like to attend - all are welcome! Thank you for supporting this semester's service project 
and our veterans!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pilgrimcares.org 
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