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Imminent Arrival of the King 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 
heaven belongs to such as these.”   We know that keeping little children occupied for an 
entire church service can be a challenge.  Don’t worry; most of those worshiping around 
you have been in your shoes at one time.  If you feel that you need to take your child out 
of church at any time, we have a Children’s Room to the right as you exit the worship 
area.  The first parking space in front of church is designated for expectant mothers and 
families with small children.  

Restrooms are located to your left as you exit the worship area.  There are changing tables 
in both restrooms.  

LARGE PRINT copies of worship materials are available from the ushers.  If you have any 
questions or need assistance, please feel free to ask an usher.       
 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Collin Vanderhoof 

Preacher Pastor Aaron Winkelman 

Organist Amy Balza 
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 Setting Five  

Hymn 

O Lord, how shall I meet you, 
How welcome you aright? 
Your people long to greet you, 
My hope, my heart’s delight! 
O kindle, Lord, most holy, 
Your lamp within my breast 
To do in spirit lowly 
All that may please you best.  

See, Zion casts before you 
Green boughs and fairest palms, 
And I, too, will adore you 
With joyous songs and psalms. 
My heart shall bloom forever 
For you with praises new 
And from your name shall never 
Withhold the honor due.  

Please stand 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Confession of Sins 

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our 
Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, 
I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

I lay in fetters, groaning, 
You come to set me free; 
I stood, my shame bemoaning 
You come to honor me; 
A glory you do give me, 
A treasure safe on high, 
That will not fail or leave me 
As earthly riches fly.  

Absolution 

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ☩ and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, 
Let not your souls distress; 
Your guilt the Lord will pardon 
And cover by his grace. 
He comes, for you procuring 
The peace of sin forgiv’n, 
His children thus securing 
A heritage in heav’n.  
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Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
Advent 1 

We light one Advent candle, remembering Jesus, who is coming again. He will come to 
gather his people from everywhere, both the living and the dead. 

We remember Jesus, who will come at the end of time. None of us know what 
day that will be. 

We hear his call to watch. 

We light one Advent candle as a sign of our watchfulness and waiting. 

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 

Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed.  

One Advent candle is lit as the following stanza is sung: 

He comes to judge the nations, 
A terror to his foes, 
A light of consolations, 
And blessed hope to those 
Who love the Lord’s appearing. 
O glorious Sun, now come, 
Send forth your beams most cheering, 
And guide us safely home.  

The Word 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength, and save us from 
the threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Rejoice, then, you sad-hearted, 
Who sit in deepest gloom, 
Who mourn o’er joys departed 
And tremble at your doom. 
Despair not; he is near you, 
He’s standing at the door 
Who best can help and cheer you 
And bids you weep no more.  

Be seated 

First Reading Isaiah 2:1–5 

 1This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem: 
 2In the last days 

the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established 
 as the highest of the mountains; 
it will be exalted above the hills, 
 and all nations will stream to it. 

 3Many peoples will come and say, 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
 to the temple of the God of Jacob. 
He will teach us his ways, 
 so that we may walk in his paths.” 
The law will go out from Zion, 
 the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
4He will judge between the nations 
 and will settle disputes for many peoples. 
They will beat their swords into plowshares 
 and their spears into pruning hooks. 
Nation will not take up sword against nation, 
 nor will they train for war anymore. 

5Come, descendants of Jacob, 
 let us walk in the light of the LORD. 

  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



7 

 

Sing Hosanna Psalm 24F 

 

 

 
  
The earth is the LORD’s, and every- / thing in it,  
   the world, and all who / live in it; 
       for he founded it / on the seas  
           and established it on the / waters. 
  
Who may ascend the mountain / of the LORD?  
   Who may stand in his / holy place? 
       The one who has clean hands and a / pure heart, 
           they will receive blessing from God their / Savior.    Refrain 
  
Lift up your heads, you gates; be lifted up, you / ancient doors,  
   that the King of glory / may come in. 
       Who is this King of / glory?  
           The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in / battle. 
  
Lift up your heads, you gates; lift them up, you / ancient doors,  
   that the King of glory / may come in. 
       Who is he, this King of / glory?  
           The LORD Almighty—he is the King of / glory. 
            Continued 



8 

 

  
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
   and to the Holy / Spirit, 
       as it was in the be- / ginning, 
           is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Tune: John C. Reim Setting: John C. Reim Music: © 2006 John C. Reim. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872 

Second Reading Philippians 4:4–7 

 4Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5Let your gentleness be 
evident to all. The Lord is near. 6Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 
7And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Gospel Acclamation Philippians 2:10 
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Gospel Matthew 21:1–11 

 1As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus 
sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you 
will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 
3If anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send them 
right away.” 
 4This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 

5“Say to Daughter Zion, 
 ‘See, your king comes to you, 
gentle and riding on a donkey, 
 and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ ” 

 6The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7They brought the donkey 
and the colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. 8A very large crowd 
spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread 
them on the road. 9The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed 
shouted, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David!” 

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

“Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

 10When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?” 
 11The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated  
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Savior of the Nations, Come CW 301 

 

 

 
Text: Ambrose of Milan, 340–397, abr.; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546, abr.; tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812–1876, alt. 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, Wittenberg, 1524, ed. Johann Walter Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon 
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Stand 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 
 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Be seated 
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Prayer of the Church 

Gracious Lord, you sent your Son into our world to destroy the power of Satan and 
restore the human race as your children and heirs. Work in us during this Advent 
season so that we may rejoice in the coming of our Savior and long for his coming 
again. 
Make us eager to receive the King who comes to save us.  
  
Use the preaching of your holy law to rid us of all delusions that we can gain your love 
with our own efforts. Move us to realize how hopeless we are because of sin and to feel 
sorrow for what we have done wrong.  
Lead us to be honest about our sinful status in your sight.  
  
Lift up our hearts to see the King who comes to save. Reveal to us his willingness to 
take on our human form and stand in our place. Show us the power he extends in his 
Word and sacraments to make us your children and keep us in faith. Thrill us with his 
promise to come and take us to our eternal home to live with you forever. 
Open our eyes to see and believe the wonders of the Savior’s love. 
  
As we live with Christ and trust in him, move us to turn away from sin day after day 
with the strength your Holy Spirit provides. When we fall, forgive us and renew us to 
love and serve you and all people.  
Empower us and guide us to walk with Christ by faith.  
  
Protect us from the distractions that come at this time of the year. Even in gift-giving 
and celebrating, keep our hearts focused on Christ and his forgiving love. 
Give us joy at his coming at Christmas, his coming in the gospel, and his 
coming again.    
  
Move us to share with others the most important gift of this season, the truth about 
Jesus. Even in busy times lead us to pray for those whose joy is diminished because of 
sickness, pain, or loss.  Give us opportunities to provide help to those in need.  
May others see the love of Christ in our words and actions.  
  
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  
Loving Lord, work in us during this Advent season so that our joy may be genuine and 
may rest in the promises of the King who comes to save. 
Come, Lord Jesus. Amen. 
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Offering 

Offering boxes are available in the back of church. If you wish to give an electronic offering, you may use the 
QR code located at the end of the bulletin or you may go to pilgrimcares.org/giving. We present the 
offerings before the altar as a reminder that our giving overflows out of the Gospel and is itself an act of 
worship. 

Offering Hymn CW 751 st. 3 

 

 

 

 
Text: Frank L. Cross, 1904–2001 Tune: English; adapt. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958, alt. Text: © 1961, ren 1989 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope 
Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872 Tune: Public domain 

 

  

http://pilgrimcares.org/giving
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The Sacrament 

The Bible teaches that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ, and with one 
another, as Christians who are united around a common confession of faith.  With that in mind, we invite all 
members of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod to come forward.  If you wish to partake of the 
Supper with us in the future, please speak to one of our Pastors after the service.  He would be happy to 
help you take that step. 

Stand 

Preface 

 

 

 
Tune: © 2023 Michael D. Schultz and Kevin P. Becker, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872 
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, 
O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
whose way John the Baptist prepared when he called people to repentance and pointed 
to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Therefore, with all 
the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their 
glorious song: 
 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: © 2023 Michael D. Schultz and Kevin P. Becker, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to 
be our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made 
all things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the 
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his 
hands on the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 
  
As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered 
us together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, 
and strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through 
him, we glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 
and forever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 
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Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: © 2023 Michael D. Schultz and Kevin P. Becker, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872 

 
Be seated 
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Distribution 

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence CW 672 

 

 

 

 
Text: Liturgy of St. James, 5th cent.; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829–1885, alt. Tune: French, 17th cent. Text and tune: Public domain 
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Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates CW 306 

 

 

 
Text: Georg Weissel, 1590–1635; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt. Tune: Psalmodia Evangelica, London, 1789, ed. Thomas Williams 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Stand 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
 
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We 
pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one 
another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
Amen. 

Be seated 

Rejoice, the Lord Is King CW 524 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–1788, alt. Tune: John Darwall, 1731–1789 Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Acknowledgments 

Setting Five from Christian Worship 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International 

Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of 

Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 



21 

 

News & Notes 

Please join us for an Open Forum on Sunday, November 30 at 11:30 AM in the sanctuary. 
Our Council and Elders have prayerfully reviewed Pilgrim’s staffing needs in light of 
upcoming transitions and long-term ministry goals. At this forum, we will share two 
options for how we can best support our congregation moving forward. This is your 
opportunity to hear the details, ask questions, and provide feedback before any 
recommendations are finalized. Your input is vital as we seek God’s guidance together. 
Depending on the direction the congregation chooses at this forum, we could 
immediately proceed with a call meeting following the forum or schedule a call meeting 
for a later date. 

Advent by Candlelight is tonight!  Doors opening at 6:00pm and dessert being served at 
6:30. Tables may be decorated between/after morning services on the 30th or on 
Saturday the 29th between 2-3pm. We look forward to seeing you! Contact Irene Lape or 
Karen Maio with any questions.  

Parents of Students in grades 8-12, are asked to use this qr code to fill out 
a survey to gauge interest in attending the Youth Rally this summer.  We 
encourage the students to complete the form too!   If you have any 
questions, please speak to Amy Lyon or Pastor Winkelman. 

The women of the Tabitha Society and their friends are having a 
Christmas party on Thursday, December 4th, and you are all invited. Meet us at Olive 
Garden, N91 W15848 Falls Parkway, Menomonee Falls, at 11:30 AM. We will order from 
the menu, so no payment is due at this time. Please sign up on the sheet in the church 
narthex. Join us for good food and fellowship. To add to the fun, bring a wrapped $5 gift 
for our annual gift exchange. (We're always amazed at the variety of things $5 can buy!) 
Hope you can join us! 

GEMS (Gospel Empowered Moms) invites you to join them!  Wednesday mornings at the 
Schwartz home W170 N8797 Sheridan Drive.  Come Wednesday, December 3 at 9:45am 
for coffee and bible study at 10:00am.  Bring your little ones! 

Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study  Join us for a men’s breakfast and Bible study on Saturday, 
December 6, in the church basement, from 7:30 AM to 9:00 AM. It’s a great opportunity 
to connect, reflect, and dive into God’s Word. Please bring a friend! 

Germany Tour Informational Meeting to be held on December 9 at 6:30pm in the 
Gathering Space.  If you have any interest in learning more about a possible tour or would 
like to give input about the tour, please plan to join us for a brief informational meeting.  

  

https://www.google.com/maps/search/N91+W15848+Falls+Parkway,+Menomonee+Falls?entry=gmail&source=g
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Cafe Zupa Fundraiser It’s almost time to warm up with some soup! Come to Cafe Zupas 
for a house-made meal and Pilgrim Lutheran School will earn up to 25% back! Mark your 
calendars and order your favorites on Wednesday, December 10th from 4pm-
9pm.  Showing your support has never been so simple. Be sure to bring a flyer with you – 
they are available on the shelf in the back of Church. 

There is a flyer on the shelf in the narthex with all the area Christmas concerts listed.  
There is also a link to it in the weekly email.  We are certainly blessed to have so many 
places to enjoy the music of the season! 

Kingdom Workers is seeking passionate, service-minded coworkers who want their 
careers to blend purpose, innovation, and faith. If you pursue goals with energy and 
commitment, look for opportunities to grow, and have a heart for serving others, we 
invite you to explore our open positions and see how you might be part of our 
mission. https://kingdomworkers.com/careers/ 

Scrip News – November 24 'Tis the season to earn! Dazzle Days coming up! November 
29-December 12 Two weeks of bonuses on eGift cards AND physical gift cards! Shop 
bonuses on 175+ brands! It's the most wonderful time of the year—for earning, that is. 
Take your holiday budget further and earn even more with bonuses on popular brands 
for holiday shopping. Plus, watch your email and Facebook for daily surprise flash 
bonuses.   
Things to know: 

• Bonuses start on November 29 at 12:00am ET and run through December 12 at 
11:59pm ET 

• Shop in the mobile app OR online at RaiseRight.com 

Please email Vicki Klessig if you have any questions:(pilgrimscrip@pilgrimcares.org) 
Happy Earning!   

WLHS Job Opening - FACE Instructor - WLHS is seeking a part-time or full-time Family and 
Consumer Education (FACE) teacher for Fashion Tech Levels 1 and 2, beginning in the 
2026–27 school year. This position will lead instruction in the innovative field of fashion 
and apparel technology, guiding students from foundational skills—such as textile 
identification and sewing machine/serger use—to advanced techniques in pattern work, 
quilting, and garment construction. If you are passionate about technical fashion 
education and mentoring the next generation of designers, please contact hr@wlhs.org. 

  

https://kingdomworkers.com/careers/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CwxA2P35gy-lyD_8nBxhfx1aOypCxcWP/view?usp=sharing
mailto:pilgrimscrip@pilgrimcares.org
mailto:hr@wlhs.org
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8:00am    10:30am 
Ushers  
11-30  Glen Kuphall   Jim Prekop 
  Karl Osterman   Paul Arnhold 
12-7  Phill Lepple   Bryan Giesenschlag 
  Keith Gennerman  Adam Chernohorsky 
 
Worship Hosts  
11-30  Pete & Amy Kuske  Peggy Haas & Carol Bradtke 
12-7  Joe & Marlene Bedalov  Ann Wood 
 

Attendance 
11-19 31    
11-23 151 + 95 = 246 
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Pilgrim’s Advent and Christmas Schedule 
December 3, 10, 17  ............................... Midweek Advent Services - 3:30pm and 6:30pm  

December 14  ................................................. 8:00am and 10:30am Advent Song Service 

December 21  ........................................ 10:30am Children’s Christmas Service in the gym 
 8:00am Divine Service in Church 

December 24  .............................................................................. 4:30pm Lessons & Carols 
 6:30pm Candlelight Service 

December 25  ....................................................................... 8:15am to 8:45am Hymn Sing 
  9:00am Christmas Day Festival Service with Holy Communion 

 No Wednesday Evening Worship on December 24 or December 31 
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