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Pilgrim Evangelical Lutheran Church  (WELS) 

W156 N5436 Bette Drive, Menomonee Falls, WI  |  262-781-3520  |   office@pilgrimcares.org 
Worship services – Wednesday 6:30pm, Sunday 8:00 and 10:30am 

 

The Song of Zechariah 

When the Bible was translated into Latin, “Benedictus” was the first word of the song that 
Zechariah sang after the birth of his son, John the Baptist. The Song of Zechariah is a 
powerful proclamation of God's faithfulness, salvation, and mercy. Zechariah begins by 
blessing the Lord for visiting and redeeming his people, highlighting God's action in sending 
the promised Savior from the house of David.  
The song celebrates deliverance from enemies, not only in a political sense but ultimately 
from sin, death, and the devil. It emphasizes God’s mercy and his holy covenant, grounded in 
his promises and grace.  
Zechariah also speaks of John’s role as the prophet who will prepare the way for the Lord by 
preaching repentance and pointing to Jesus. The “Benedictus” ends with a vision of peace 
and forgiveness, likening Christ’s coming to a sunrise that brings light to those in the 
darkness of a fallen world. 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven 
belongs to such as these.”   We know that keeping little children occupied for an entire church 
service can be a challenge.  Don’t worry; most of those worshiping around you have been in your 
shoes at one time.  If you feel that you need to take your child out of church at any time, we have 
a Children’s Room to the right as you exit the worship area.  The first parking space in front of 
church is designated for expectant mothers and families with small children.  

Restrooms are located to your left as you exit the worship area.  There are changing tables in both 
restrooms.  

LARGE PRINT copies of worship materials are available from the ushers.  If you have any questions 
or need assistance, please feel free to ask an usher.         

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Collin Vanderhoof 

Preacher Pastor Collin Vanderhoof  

Organist  Amy Balza 

  

mailto:office@pilgrimcares.org
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Evening Prayer 

Stand 

Service of Light 

 

 

 
Tune: Marty Haugen Text and tune: © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872 
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Evening Hymn 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Marty Haugen Text and tune: © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872 
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Evening Thanksgiving 

 

 

 

 
  
  
Blessed are you, Creator of the universe— 
from old you have led your people by night and day. 
May the light of your Christ make our darkness bright, 
for your Word and your presence are the light of our pathways, 
and you are the light and life of all creation. 

 
 
Be seated  
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Psalm 141 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Marty Haugen Text and tune: © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872 
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May our prayers come before you, O God, as incense, and may your presence surround and 
fill us, so that in union with all creation, we might sing your praise and your love in our 
lives. 
Amen. 

In Your Light, We See Light Psalm 36A 

 

 
  
Your love, LORD, reaches to the / heavens, 
    your faithfulness / to the skies. 
        Your righteousness is like the highest / mountains, 
            your justice like the / great deep. 
  
How priceless is your unfailing / love, O God! 
    People take refuge in the shadow / of your wings. 
        They feast on the abundance / of your house; 
            you give them drink from your river / of delights.   Refrain 
  
For with you is the foun- / tain of life; 
    in your light / we see light. 
        Continue your love to those who / know you, 
            your righteousness to the up- / right in heart. 
 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
    and to the Holy / Spirit, 
        as it was in the be- / ginning, 
            is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 
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Psalm Prayer 

Lord, how much greater are your mercy and righteousness than the pride and boasting of 
the wicked! Keep us from being misled by those who would tempt us to trust in the things 
of the world. Instead, let us feast on the abundance of your Word, so that we are always 
filled to overflowing with your forgiveness and grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
The Light shines in the darkness 
and the darkness has not overcome it. 

Anthem        “Immanuel” 
3:30pm, Sung by grades 5 and 6. 

Reading Luke 1:57–79 

 57When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to a son. 58Her 
neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown her great mercy, and they shared 
her joy. 
 59On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him 
after his father Zechariah, 60but his mother spoke up and said, “No! He is to be called 
John.” 
 61They said to her, “There is no one among your relatives who has that name.” 
 62Then they made signs to his father, to find out what he would like to name the child. 
63He asked for a writing tablet, and to everyone’s astonishment he wrote, “His name is 
John.” 64Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue set free, and he began to 
speak, praising God. 65All the neighbors were filled with awe, and throughout the hill 
country of Judea people were talking about all these things. 66Everyone who heard this 
wondered about it, asking, “What then is this child going to be?” For the Lord’s hand was 
with him. 
 67His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied: 

68“Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, 
 because he has come to his people and redeemed them. 
69He has raised up a horn of salvation for us 
 in the house of his servant David 
70(as he said through his holy prophets of long ago), 
71salvation from our enemies 
 and from the hand of all who hate us— 
72to show mercy to our ancestors 
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 and to remember his holy covenant, 
 73the oath he swore to our father Abraham: 
74to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, 
 and to enable us to serve him without fear 
 75in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 

76And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; 
 for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, 
77to give his people the knowledge of salvation 
 through the forgiveness of their sins, 
78because of the tender mercy of our God, 
 by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven 
79to shine on those living in darkness 
 and in the shadow of death, 
to guide our feet into the path of peace.” 

  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

  



10 

 

Blessed Be the God of Israel CW 954 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Carl P. Daw, Jr., b. 1944 Tune: English; adapt. Ralph Vaughan Williams 1872-1958, alt. Text: © 1989 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense 
no. 712872 Tune: Public domain 
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Sermon 

Annunciation 

An angel went from God 
to a town called Nazareth 
to a woman whose name was Mary. 
The angel said to her, 
“Rejoice, O highly favored, 
for God is with you. 
You shall bear a child, 
and his name shall be Jesus, 
the Chosen One of God Most High.” 
And Mary said, “I am the servant of my God, 
I live to do your will.” 

Text: © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872 
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Magnificat 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Marty Haugen 
Text and tune: © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872 
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Stand 

Litany 

Response: 
God of mercy, hold us in love. 
  
1    In peace, in peace, we pray to you: (Response) 

2    For peace and salvation, we pray to you: (Response) 

3    For peace between nations, for peace between peoples: (Response) 

4    For us who are gathered to worship and praise you: (Response) 

5    For all of your servants who live out your gospel: (Response) 

6    For all those who govern, that justice might guide them: (Response) 

7    For all those who labor in service to others: (Response) 

8    Grant weather that nourishes all of creation: (Response) 

9    Keep watch on our loved ones and keep us from danger: (Response) 

10    For all the beloved who rest in your mercy: (Response) 

  
Help us, comfort us, all of our days: 
Keep us, hold us, gracious God. 

Great and merciful God, source and ground of all goodness and life, give to your people 
the peace that passes understanding, and the will to live your gospel of mercy and justice, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Lord, remember us in your love and teach us to pray: 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Final Blessing 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Marty Haugen 
Text and tune: © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872 

 
Be seated 
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Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes CW 313 

 

 

 
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702–1751, abr., alt. Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734–1820, alt. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Offering 

Offering boxes are available in the back of church. If you wish to give an electronic offering, you may use the QR 
code or go to pilgrimcares.org/giving.  

Pilgrim Lutheran Church can receive offerings electronically through a secure 
website. Scan the QR code with your smart phone (you might need to 
download a free QR scanning app) to be directed to Pilgrim’s giving page or 
visit pilgrimcares.org/giving.  Save the check – give online! 

Pilgrim’s Advent and Christmas 

Schedule 

http://pilgrimcares.org/giving
http://pilgrimcares.org/
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December 3, 10, 17  ............................... Midweek Advent Services - 3:30pm and 6:30pm  

December 14  ................................................. 8:00am and 10:30am Advent Song Service 

December 21  ........................................ 10:30am Children’s Christmas Service in the gym 
 8:00am Divine Service in Church 

December 24  .............................................................................. 4:30pm Lessons & Carols 
 6:30pm Candlelight Service 

December 25  ....................................................................... 8:15am to 8:45am Hymn Sing 
  9:00am Christmas Day Festival Service with Holy Communion 

 No Wednesday Evening Worship on December 31 

 

 

 

 

Pilgrimcares.org 

 
Pastor Collin Vanderhoof Pastor Aaron Winkelman 
cvanderhoof@pilgrimcares.org awinkelman@pilgrimcares.org 
608.548.0670 219.380.2212 
 
Pastor Greg Hermanson Principal Kevin Klug 
pastorhermanson@gmail.com  kklug@pilgrimcares.org 
262.505.4377 920.253.7688 

Early Childhood Director Amanda Berg 

aberg@pilgrimcares.org 
507.829.7267 
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