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Imminent Arrival of the Judge

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of
heaven belongs to such as these.” We know that keeping little children occupied for an
entire church service can be a challenge. Don’t worry; most of those worshiping around
you have been in your shoes at one time. If you feel that you need to take your child out
of church at any time, we have a Children’s Room to the right as you exit the worship
area. The first parking space in front of church is designated for expectant mothers and
families with small children.

Restrooms are located to your left as you exit the worship area. There are changing tables
in both restrooms.

LARGE PRINT copies of worship materials are available from the ushers. If you have any
questions or need assistance, please feel free to ask an usher.

SERVING IN WORSHIP

Presiding Minister Pastor Collin Vanderhoof
Preacher Pastor Aaron Winkelman
Organist Joel Schwartz

Cantor Alyssa Schwartz



The Service, Setting Four

Anthem Jesus Joy of the Highest Heaven
Sung by the Sunday School Students in 3K to third grade, with Mrs. Dorian Medrow.

Jesus, joy of the highest heaven,

Born as a little baby,

Under a wondrous star.

Like us, crying He takes His first breath,
Held by His mother, helpless,

Close to her beating heart.

Jesus, laid in a lowly manger,

Facing a world of dangers,

Come to turn me a stranger
Into a child of God.

Jesus, King of the highest heaven
Learning to take His first steps,

That He might bring us life.

Like us, knowing our smiles and sorrows,
He showed the way to follow,

The way that is true and right.

Jesus, take away every darkness,

Steady my simple footsteps

That I might in Your goodness

Live as a child of God.



Hymn

O Lord, how shall I meet you,
How welcome you aright?
Your people long to greet you,
My hope, my heart’s delight!
O kindle, Lord, most holy,
Your lamp within my breast
To do in spirit lowly

All that may please you best.

See, Zion casts before you
Green boughs and fairest palms,
And I, too, will adore you

With joyous songs and psalms.
My heart shall bloom forever
For you with praises new

And from your name shall never
Withhold the honor due.

Please stand

Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the *+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Confession of Sins

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our
Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ,
I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

[ lay in fetters, groaning,

You come to set me free;

I stood, my shame bemoaning
You come to honor me;

A glory you do give me,

A treasure safe on high,

That will not fail or leave me
As earthly riches fly.

Absolution

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son *F and of
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Sin’s debt, that fearful burden,
Let not your souls distress;
Your guilt the Lord will pardon
And cover by his grace.

He comes, for you procuring
The peace of sin forgiv'n,

His children thus securing

A heritage in heav'n.



Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Advent 2

We light two Advent candles remembering Jesus, who came in history. He came into a
world of sin and death.

We remember Jesus, who came as the promised Messiah. John the Baptist
prepared the way of the Lord.

We hear his call to repent.
We light two Advent candles as a sign of our repentance and desire for renewal.
Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.

Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed.
Two Advent candles are lit as the following stanza is sung:

Love caused your incarnation;
Love brought you down to me.
Your thirst for my salvation
Procured my liberty.

Oh, love beyond all telling
That led you to embrace

In love, all love excelling,

Our lost and fallen race!

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming, give us
strength in our conflicts, and shed light on our path through the darkness of this
world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Rejoice, then, you sad-hearted,
Who sit in deepest gloom,

Who mourn o’er joys departed
And tremble at your doom.
Despair not; he is near you,

He’s standing at the door

Who best can help and cheer you
And bids you weep no more.

Be seated

First Reading Isaiah 11:1-10

'A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.
*The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him—the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD—
3and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. He will not judge by what he sees with his
eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears; 4but with righteousness he will judge
the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. He will strike
the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.
5Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist. The wolf
will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion
and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them. 7The cow will feed with the
bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 8The
infant will play near the cobra’s den, and the young child will put its hand into the
viper’s nest. 9They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the
earth will be filled with the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. *°In
that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally
to him, and his resting place will be glorious.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



By Grace Alone Psalm 130C
The Cantor will sing stanza one.
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Text: Martin Luther Tune: David Ward Tune: © 2002 Hymnicity. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872



Second Reading Romans 15:4—13

4For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through
the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might
have hope. 5May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same
attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, °so that with one mind and
one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7Accept one
another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 8For I tell
you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s truth, so that the
promises made to the patriarchs might be confirmed %and, moreover, that the Gentiles
might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written: “Therefore I will praise you among the
Gentiles; I will sing the praises of your name.” °’Again, it says, “Rejoice, you Gentiles,
with his people.” "And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles; let all the peoples extol
him.” 2And again, Isaiah says, “The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to
rule over the nations; in him the Gentiles will hope.” 3May the God of hope fill you
with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation Luke 3:4,6

Refrain
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Tune: © 2002, 2021 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872



Gospel Matthew 3:1-12

In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 2and
saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is he who was
spoken of through the prophet Isaiah:

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
make straight paths for him.’

”

4John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his
waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. 5People went out to him from Jerusalem
and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. *Confessing their sins, they were
baptized by him in the Jordan River.

7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was
baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the
coming wrath? 8Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not think you can
say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones
God can raise up children for Abraham. °The ax is already at the root of the trees, and
every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.

1“[ baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more
powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and fire. *His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing
floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable
fire.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated
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On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
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Sermon
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Stand

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated
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Prayer of the Church

Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise to
send the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through your prophets of
old, you continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of their Savior.

We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to
destroy the works of the devil.

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter our
pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy.

Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven
is near.”

You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and strength.
Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the despairing. In
these days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and the frenzy of
commercialism.

Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace.

Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see your
Son coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords.
Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day.

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical and emotional pain and
all who are afflicted by disease or facing death. Pour out your compassion on the
grieving and comfort the mourners who miss someone they loved.

Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory.
Come, Lord Jesus! Amen.
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Offering

Offering boxes are available in the back of church. If you wish to give an electronic offering, you may use the
QR code located at the end of the bulletin or you may go to pilgrimcares.org/giving. We present the
offerings before the altar as a reminder that our giving overflows out of the Gospel and is itself an act of

worship.
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Text: Gregory J. Wismar, b. 1946 Tune: Columbian Harmony, Cincinnati, 1825; ed. William Moore Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission:

Onelicense no. 712872 Tune: Public domain

Profession of Faith
10:30am, Sam Sova
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http://pilgrimcares.org/giving

The Sacrament

The Bible teaches that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ, and with one
anotbher, as Christians who are united around a common confession of faith. With that in mind, we invite all
members of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod to come forward. If you wish to partake of the
Supper with us in the future, please speak to one of our Pastors after the service. He would be happy to
help you take that step.

Stand
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer Tune: © 2021 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks,
O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
whose way John the Baptist prepared when he called people to repentance and pointed
to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Therefore, with all
the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their
glorious song:
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Holy, Holy, Holy
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending
your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has
ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power.

By his incarnation, he became one with us.

By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will.

By his innocent death, he overcame hell.

By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.

Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with
repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and
preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in
glory everlasting.

Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my
-+ body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of
you; this is my -}- blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
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O Christ, Lamb of God
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The Infant Priest Was Holy Born CW 674
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6  The body of God’s Lamb we eat,
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his quenching blood that life restores.
7  With cherubim and seraphim

our voices join the endless hymn,
and “Holy, holy, holy” sing
to Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King.

Text: Chad L. Bird, b. 1970 Tune: Second Supplement to Psalmody in Miniature, London, 1778; adapt. Edward Miller, 1731-1807 Text: © 1997, 2003

Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872 Tune: Public domain
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Stand

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We
pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one
another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and - give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated
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Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding
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Text: Latin, c. sth—=10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-1878, alt. Tune: William H. Monk, 1823-1889 Text and tune: Public domain
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News & Notes

Flowers are given to the Glory of God by Craig & Melissa Kehoe in memory of their
children; Clare, Eamon and Garron.

Thank you to everyone who participated in the Open Forum on November 30! Your
thoughtful questions and feedback were a blessing as we discussed Pilgrim’s church
staffing needs. As announced at that forum, we invite you to join us for a Voters/Call
Meeting on Sunday, December 14 at 9:15 AM in the sanctuary in place of Bible class. At
this meeting, the congregation will decide on the path forward for replacing Pastor
Vanderhoof. For more details on the options being considered, please review the Pilgrim
Open Forum handout, available in the weekly Look Ahead email or on the table in the
narthex. If you have questions before the meeting, please reach out to any member of
the Church Council or Board of Elders. Your input is vital as we seek God’s guidance for
Pilgrim’s future ministry!

GEMS (Gospel Empowered Moms) invites you to join them! Wednesday mornings at the
Schwartz home W170 N8797 Sheridan Drive. Come Wednesday, December 10 at 9:45am
for coffee and bible study at 10:00am. Bring your little ones!

Cafe Zupa Fundraiser It’s almost time to warm up with some soup! Come to Cafe Zupas
for a house-made meal and Pilgrim Lutheran School will earn up to 25% back! Mark your
calendars and order your favorites on Wednesday, December 10th from 4pm-

gpm. Showing your support has never been so simple. Be sure to bring a flyer with you,
there are copies available in the narthex.

Germany Tour Informational Meeting to be held on December 9 at 6:30pm in the
Gathering Space. If you have any interest in learning more about a possible tour or would
like to give input about the tour, please plan to join us for a brief informational meeting.

‘Tis the season for giving... and earning with Dazzle Days! Two weeks of dazzling offers
start now! Now through December 12, earn up to 23% with bonuses from 175+ brands
perfect for gifting. Plus, watch your inbox for daily surprise flash bonuses! You can

earn more on eGift cards AND physical gift cards. Shop in the mobile app OR online at
RaiseRight.com. December 8: Pilgrim physical card Order Date (cards will arrive by
December 14). Please turn any paper orders into the school office, or into church mailbox
#30 (Klessig). December 9: Ship to Home (through RaiseRight) cutoff for guaranteed
delivery by December 24. December 13-23: eGift Bonuses through RaiseRight

January 5: Pilgrim’s top earner from November 1-December 31 will WIN a $25 Kwik Trip
card! Haven’t joined our RaiseRight program yet? Sign up now! Please email Vicki Klessig
if you have any questions: (pilgrimscrip@pilgrimcares.org) Happy Earning!
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12 Days of Christmas at KML Over twelve days in December, Kettle Moraine Lutheran
High School’s Student Council and National Honor Society work to collect money through
student involvement to support families in need. This year we are raising money to help
the Beaty, Mueller, Pfundtner, and Robinson families. Parents, federation members,
alumni, friends, and the community are encouraged to donate as well. To read these
families’ stories, donate to support them, or learn more about the 12 Days of Christmas at
KML, visit kmlhs.org/12days. Last day to donate: December 31, 2025.

MLC Auxiliary Has Updates to Share! As you know, Martin Luther College in New Ulm,
Minnesota, is where the future teachers, staff ministers, and pastors of the WELS are
trained for the public ministry. As the MLC Auxiliary, we love to lend

encouragement and support to MLC students through scholarships, fun E E
activities like BINGO Night, and special non-budgeted projects. Everything o
we do is intended to make their college experiences even better. Check

out our website to see photos, get details, donate, and experience the joy E Tarl

of MLC Auxiliary. Use this QR code or visit MLC-wels.edu. Click on
"Support MLC" and then "MLC Auxiliary."

8:00am 10:30am
Ushers
12-7 Phill Lepple Bryan Giesenschlag
Keith Gennerman Adam Chernohorsky
12-14 Matt Lawonn Jim Prekop
Sean Kappl Alec Delvaux
Worship Hosts
12-7 Joe & Marlene Bedalov Ann Wood
12-14 Irene Lape & Pat Knack Marge Ekstowicz & Elke Warren

Attendance
11-26 137 (Thanksgiving)
1-30 38 +102=140

Pilgrim Lutheran Church can receive offerings electronically through a secure
website. Scan the QR code with your smart phone (you might need to
download a free QR scanning app) to be directed to Pilgrim’s giving page or
visit pilgrimcares.org/giving. Save the check - give online!
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Pilgrim’s Advent and Christmas Schedule

December 3,10, 17 cccvecerecerccrcreeceeenene Midweek Advent Services - 3:30pm and 6:30pm
[D=Tal=1g 3] 0T=1 o N 8:00am and 10:30am Advent Song Service
December 21 ... 10:30am Children’s Christmas Service in the gym

8:00am Divine Service in Church

DECEMDEL 24 .ueeiiieeeeieecereeeecteeeecseeeeessreesessaeeesessssessessnsessesnes 4:30pm Lessons & Carols
6:30pm Candlelight Service

DECEMDEN 25 oiiieereeeerienireeeeeeseeeessreessseeesseesssseesssesssnnenes 8:15am to 8:45am Hymn Sing
9:00am Christmas Day Festival Service with Holy Communion

No Wednesday Evening Worship on December 31

Pilgrimcares.org
Pastor Collin Vanderhoof Pastor Aaron Winkelman
cvanderhoof@pilgrimcares.org awinkelman@pilgrimcares.org
608.548.0670 219.380.2212
Pastor Greg Hermanson Principal Kevin Klug
pastorhermanson@gmail.com kklug@pilgrimcares.org
262.505.4377 920.253.7688

Early Childhood Director Amanda Berg
aberg@pilgrimcares.org
507.829.7267
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