
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 2026 

  



2 

 

Pilgrim Evangelical Lutheran Church (WELS) 

W156 N5436 Bette Drive, Menomonee Falls, WI  |  262-781-3520  |   office@pilgrimcares.org 
 

 

Exactly What I Need . . .Sight 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven 
belongs to such as these.”   We know that keeping little children occupied for an entire church 
service can be a challenge.  Don’t worry; most of those worshiping around you have been in your 
shoes at one time.  If you feel that you need to take your child out of church at any time, we have 
a Children’s Room to the right as you exit the worship area.  The first parking space in front of 
church is designated for expectant mothers and families with small children.  

Restrooms are located to your left as you exit the worship area.  There are changing tables in both 
restrooms.  

LARGE PRINT copies of worship materials are available from the ushers.  If you have any questions 
or need assistance, please feel free to ask an usher.         

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Collin Vanderhoof 

Preacher  Pastor Collin Vanderhoof 

Organist Amy Balza 
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The Service, Setting One 

Amazing Grace CW 576 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3): John Newton, 1725–1807, alt.; (st. 4): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, Richmond, 1790 Tune: Columbian Harmony, Cincinnati, 1829, ed. 
Benjamin Shaw; ed. Charles H. Spilman Text and tune: Public domain 

Stand 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy 
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Tune: Kevin Becker Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872 

The Word 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
  
O Lord Jesus Christ, by your almighty power you opened the eyes of the blind and showed 
yourself to them. Turn our eyes away from worthless things, and lead us to love you 
sincerely; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 

Be seated 

Anthem Way, Truth and Life 
Sung by 3k and 4k 

  



7 

 

First Reading Isaiah 42:14–21 

14“For a long time I have kept silent, 
 I have been quiet and held myself back. 
But now, like a woman in childbirth, 
 I cry out, I gasp and pant. 
15I will lay waste the mountains and hills 
 and dry up all their vegetation; 
I will turn rivers into islands 
 and dry up the pools. 
16I will lead the blind by ways they have not known, 
 along unfamiliar paths I will guide them; 
I will turn the darkness into light before them 
 and make the rough places smooth. 
These are the things I will do; 
 I will not forsake them. 
17But those who trust in idols, 
 who say to images, ‘You are our gods,’ 
 will be turned back in utter shame. 

18“Hear, you deaf; 
 look, you blind, and see! 
19Who is blind but my servant, 
 and deaf like the messenger I send? 
Who is blind like the one in covenant with me, 
 blind like the servant of the LORD? 
20You have seen many things, but you pay no attention; 
 your ears are open, but you do not listen.” 
21It pleased the LORD 
 for the sake of his righteousness 
 to make his law great and glorious. 

  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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We Are Singing Psalm 27 
Sung by the preschool, Abigail Berg – Cantor, the congregation will join for the final two refrains. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
1 The LORD is the strength of our lives; 

of whom shall we be afraid? 
Though foes may be near to destroy, 
the LORD will be our light. (Refrain) 

 
2 One thing have we asked of the 

LORD, 
yes, this is the thing we seek: 
to dwell in the house of the LORD, 
to live with God forever. (Refrain) 

3 When burdens are heavy to bear, 
our shelter is God alone. 
Our feet are lifted high, 
yes, high upon a rock. (Refrain) 

 
4 We walk in the strength of the LORD; 

God’s love is ever sure. 
We shout that the world may hear; 
we sing a joyful song. (Refrain) 

Text: tr. and original verses by Hal H. Hopson; South African Text: © 1994 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872 
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Second Reading Ephesians 5:8–14 

 8For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light 
9(for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) 10and find out 
what pleases the Lord. 11Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather 
expose them. 12It is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret. 13But 
everything exposed by the light becomes visible—and everything that is illuminated 
becomes a light. 14This is why it is said: 

“Wake up, sleeper, 
 rise from the dead, 
 and Christ will shine on you.” 

  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

Gospel Acclamation Hebrews 12:2 

 

 
Tune: © 1996 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872 
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Gospel John 9:1–7,13–17,34–39 

 1As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 
 3“Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the 
works of God might be displayed in him. 4As long as it is day, we must do the works of him 
who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5While I am in the world, I am the 
light of the world.” 
 6After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on 
the man’s eyes. 7“Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). 
So the man went and washed, and came home seeing. 
 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14Now the day on which 
Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. 15Therefore the 
Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the 
man replied, “and I washed, and now I see.” 
 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the 
Sabbath.” 
 But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were divided. 
 17Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It was 
your eyes he opened.” 
 The man replied, “He is a prophet.” 
 34To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And 
they threw him out. 
 35Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you 
believe in the Son of Man?” 
 36“Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.” 
 37Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.” 
 38Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 
 39Jesus said,“For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and 
those who see will become blind.” 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated 



11 

 

Christ Is the World’s Light CW 515 

 

 

 

 
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903–2000, alt. Tune: K. Lee Scott, b. 1950 Text: © 1969 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872 
Tune: © 2004 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: License no. 130028684 

Sermon  
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Stand 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Be seated 
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Prayer of the Church 

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your 
Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit 
and his working through the means of grace. 
Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 
  
Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow 
and love toward all may increase. 
Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 
  
Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives 
of faith. 
Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks 
of life. 
  
Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and 
judge our laws. 
Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 
  
Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and 
science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is 
difficult or dangerous. 
Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 
  
Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity, Remember those who suffer 
persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 
Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 
  
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  
We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest from 
their labors. Console those who are mourning or living with sadness. 
Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 
  
Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 
Amen. 
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Offering 

If you wish to give an electronic offering, you may use the QR code located at the end of the bulletin or you may 
go to pilgrimcares.org/giving. We present the offerings before the altar as a reminder that our giving overflows 
out of the Gospel and is itself an act of worship. 

Brothers, Sisters, Let Us Gladly CW 748 st. 1 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Henry Bateman, 1802–1872 Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, Harrisburg, 1813, ed. John Wyeth Text and tune: Public domain 
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The Sacrament 

The Bible teaches that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ, and with one 
another, as Christians who are united around a common confession of faith.  With that in mind, we invite all 
members of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod to come forward.  If you wish to partake of the 
Supper with us in the future, please speak to one of the Pastors after the service.  They would be happy to 
help you take that step. 

Stand 

Preface CW 165 
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
brought the gift of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross so that the 
devil, who overcame us by a tree, would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all 
the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious 
song: 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be 
our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all 
things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the 
cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 
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As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 
together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we 
glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 
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O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 

 

 

 

 

 

Be seated 

Distribution 
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Wide Open Stand the Gates CW 664 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: J. K. Wilhelm Loehe, 1808–1872; tr. Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007 Tune: Christlich Neu-vermehrt . . . Gesangbuch, Erfurt, 1663 
Text: © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872 Tune: Public domain 
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The Lord Is My Light CW 825 sts. Ref–3 
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Text: tr. Lorraine Florindez, 1926–2011; tr. Jon D. Vieker, b. 1961; Alberto Taul é, 1932–2007 Tune: Alberto Taulé, 1932–2007 
Text: © 2006 Jon D. Vieker. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872 Tune: © 1982 Alberto Taulé, admin. OCP Publications. Used by permission: 
OneLicense no. 712872 

Stand 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 
We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray 
that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
Amen. 

Be seated 

On My Heart Imprint Your Image CW 405 

 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas H. Kingo, 1634–1703, abr.; tr. Peer O. Strömme, 1856–1921, alt. Tune: Johann B. König, 1691–1758 Text and tune: Public domain 
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