
 

 

 
 

 

Easter Sunday 
SUNDAY, APRIL 5, 2026 

8:30 & 10:00am 
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Pilgrim Evangelical Lutheran Church (WELS) 

W156 N5436 Bette Drive, Menomonee Falls, WI  |  262-781-3520  |   office@pilgrimcares.org 

 
 

Easter Festival Worship 

 
On Good Friday, we watched as Jesus’ body was laid in the tomb. But his death didn’t reveal the 
finality of death. Rather, it revealed the finality for death. What a change! Death has been 
swallowed up in victory; Christ has risen just as he said! Death no longer has mastery over us. 
Easter means that death ends in life!  
 
On this most holy of days, we celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord. Connected by grace, 
through faith, to our risen Lord, we rejoice in the victory of the resurrection and in full confidence 
of our own resurrection from the dead.  
 
 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven 
belongs to such as these.”   We know that keeping little children occupied for an entire church 
service can be a challenge.  Don’t worry; most of those worshiping around you have been in your 
shoes at one time.  If you feel that you need to take your child out of church at any time, we have 
a Children’s Room to the right as you exit the worship area.   

Restrooms are located to your left as you exit the worship area.  There are changing tables in both 
restrooms.  

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Preacher Pastor Collin Vanderhoof 

Presiding Minister Pastor Aaron Winkelman 

Organists Amy Balza, David Porth 

Cantor Micah Vanderhoof 
Instrumentalists Jon Balza, Adele Faust, JJ Faust, Noel Iles,  
 Ethan Ganshow, Keith Gennerman, Samuel Lyon,  
 Elise Mayer, Sarah Mayer, Kellan O’Connell 
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AN EASTER CELEBRATION  

Easter Sunday Introit 

I am risen, and I am always with you, Alleluia; you have placed your hand upon me, Alleluia; 
your wisdom has shown to be most wonderful, Alleluia; Alleluia. (Psalm 139 (138): 18,5,6) 
 
Psalm 139 (138) 

1. O Lord, you search me and you know me.  
You yourself know my resting and my rising;  
you discern my thoughts from afar.  
You mark when I walk or lie down;  
you know all my ways through and through.   Refrain 

 
2. Before ever a word is on my tongue,  

you know it, O Lord, through and through.  
Behind and before, you besiege me,  
your hand ever laid upon me.  
Too wonderful for me, this knowledge;  
too high, beyond my reach.   Refrain  

 
3. O where can I go from your spirit,  

or where can I flee from your face?  
If I climb the heavens, you are there.  
If I lie in the grave, you are there.   Refrain 

 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen.   Refrain 
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Stand 

Easter Welcome 

Dear friends in Christ, today we come together to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord.  Let us 
draw near to him in worship and in praise, in our thoughts and in our prayers.  Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! 

This is the day the Lord has made; 

Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Come, let us worship. 

Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 
The Choir will sing stanza three, the Congregation is invited to sing the “Alleluias” 
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An Easter Dialogue 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you. 
And also with you. 

Why do you look for the living among the dead?  He is not here. 
Christ is risen! 

The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the 
third day be raised again.  
He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen 
asleep. 
Where, O death, is your victory?  Where, O death, is your sting? 

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 
But thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Confession of Sins and Announcement of Forgiveness 

Upon the hill the cross now stands empty. Morning light breaks upon the tomb. As we 
come before our God and King, let us confess our sins.  
Lord God, I humbly come before you. I confess that I am sinful in thought, word, 
and deed. I daily fail to do what you command, and continually do what you forbid. 
Lord, I am sorry for my sins. I believe that for the sake of my Lord Jesus Christ, you 
will have mercy on me.  

Upon this your sincere confession, by Christ’s command and authority, I assure you that 
your sins are all forgiven. The vacant cross and the empty grave are God’s signs to you that 
he has accepted the sacrifice of his one and only Son. Whoever believes this simple truth 
of Scripture has eternal life. The Lord is gracious and righteous!  
When I was in great need, he saved me.  

The Lord is my strength and my song;  
He has become my salvation. 

Shouts of joy and victory resound in the tents of the righteous:  
The Lord’s right hand has done mighty things. 

Be seated 
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This Is the Feast CW 938 sts. Ref–5, Final Refrain 
Sung in unison 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Richard W. Hillert, 1923–2010; John W. Arthur, 1922–1980 Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 1923–2010 Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of 
Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872 Tune: © 1975, 1988 Richard W. Hillert. Used by 
permission: OneLicense no. 712872 
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THE WORD 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, by the glorious resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, you conquered death 
and opened the gate to eternal life. Grant that we, who have been raised with him through 
Baptism, may walk in newness of life and ever rejoice in the hope of sharing his glory; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
dominion and praise now and forever. 
Amen. 

First Reading Jonah 2:2-9 

He said: 

“In my distress I called to the LORD, and he answered me. From deep in the realm of the 
dead I called for help, and you listened to my cry. You hurled me into the depths, into the 
very heart of the seas, and the currents swirled about me; all your waves and breakers 
swept over me. I said, ‘I have been banished from your sight; yet I will look again toward 
your holy temple.’ The engulfing waters threatened me, the deep surrounded me; seaweed 
was wrapped around my head. To the roots of the mountains I sank down; the earth  
beneath barred me in forever. But you, LORD my God, brought my life up from the pit. 
“When my life was ebbing away, I remembered you, LORD, and my prayer rose to you, to 
your holy temple. “Those who cling to worthless idols turn away from God’s love for them. 
But I, with shouts of grateful praise, will sacrifice to you. What I have vowed I will make 
good. I will say, ‘Salvation comes from the LORD.’ ” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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God’s Right Hand and Holy Arm CW 937 sts. Ref, 4 
The congregation is invited to sing the refrains and stanza four. 

 

 
 
 
1 Christ being raised from the dead shall die no more. 

Death has no power over him; he lives to God. (Refrain) 

 

2 Why seek the living now among the dead? 
Recall his promise unto you; he lives again. (Refrain) 

 

3 Gone is death’s victory, gone is death’s sting. 
God gives to us the victory through Christ our Lord. (Refrain) 

 

 

Text: K. Lee Scott, b. 1950 Tune: K. Lee Scott, b. 1950 Text and tune: © 2001 Birnamwood Publications, a div. of MorningStar Music Publishers. Inc. Used by 
permission: OneLicense no. 712872 
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Second Reading 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

 Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which 
you received and on which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are saved, if you 
hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 
 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day 
according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. After 
that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, 
most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, 
then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. 
 For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his 
grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them—yet not I, but 
the grace of God that was with me. Whether, then, it is I or they, this is what we preach, 
and this is what you believed. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Gospel Acclamation 
Sung in unison 

 

 
Tune: © 1982 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872 



10 

 

 

Gospel Matthew 28:1-10 

 After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary went to look at the tomb. 
 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, 
going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, 
and his clothes were white as snow. The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and 
became like dead men. 
 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for 
Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the 
place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and 
is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.” 
 So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his 
disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his 
feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my 
brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be seated 
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Awake, My Heart, with Gladness CW 443 

The Adult Choir will sing stanza three. 
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Sermon 

Stand 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
 
He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Be seated 
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Offering 

Offering boxes are available in the back of church. If you wish to give an electronic offering, you may use the QR 
code located at the end of the bulletin or you may go to pilgrimcares.org/giving. We present the offerings before 
the altar as a reminder that our giving overflows out of the Gospel and is itself an act of worship. 

Offering Hymn     Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks 

 

 

The Sacrament 

The Bible teaches that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ, and with one 

another, as Christians who are united around a common confession of faith.  With that in mind, we invite 

all members of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod to come forward.  If you wish to partake of the 

Supper with us in the future, please speak to one of the Pastors after the service.  They would be happy to 

help you take that step. 

  

http://pilgrimcares.org/giving
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Stand 

Preface CW 199 

 

 

 
Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 
712872 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who by his 
willing sacrifice on the cross took away the sins of the world and by his glorious 
resurrection restored everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of 
heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy CW 200 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 
712872 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 
this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 

Lamb of God CW 202 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 
712872 

Be seated 
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Distribution 

At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing 

 

 

 
 
5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 

hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath you lie. 
You have conquered in the fight, 
you have brought us life and light. 
    Alleluia! 

 
6 Now no more can death appall, 

now no more the grave enthrall; 
you have opened paradise, 
and your saints in you shall rise. 
    Alleluia! 

 

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 
This alone can sin destroy; 
from sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 
newborn souls in you to be. 
    Alleluia! 

 
8 Father, who the crown shall give, 

Savior, by whose death we live, 
Spirit, guide through all our days, 
Three in One, your name we praise. 
    Alleluia! 



Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands CW 440 
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5 Here the true Paschal Lamb we see, 

    whom God so freely gave us; 
he died on the accursèd tree— 
    so strong his love—to save us. 
See, his blood now marks our door; 
faith points to it; death passes o’er, 
    and Satan cannot harm us. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 

 
6 So let us keep the festival 

    to which the Lord invites us; 
Christ is himself the joy of all, 
    the sun that warms and lights us. 
Now his grace to us imparts 
eternal sunshine to our hearts; 
    the night of sin is ended. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 

 
7 Then let us feast this Easter Day 

    on Christ, the bread of heaven; 
the Word of grace has purged away 
    the old and evil leaven. 
Christ alone our souls will feed; 
he is our meat and drink indeed; 
    faith lives upon no other! 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 

Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–1887, alt. Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer, b. 1949 Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 2005 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872 
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Stand 

Lord, Now You Let Your Servant CW 951 

 

 

 

 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
 
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us in 
this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and 
strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day 
when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
Amen. 

Be seated 

I Know That My Redeemer Lives CW 441 sts. 1–2, 5–8 

 

 

 
 
7 He lives and grants me daily breath; 

he lives, and I shall conquer death; 
he lives my mansion to prepare; 
he lives to bring me safely there. 

 
8 He lives, all glory to his name! 

He lives, my Jesus, still the same. 
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 
I know that my Redeemer lives! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to all the families that provided flowers 
for our Easter Services: 

Adamson, Hermanson, Januzzi, Kirchner, Konig, Mahn,  
Maske, Meier, Quinbar, Renner, Warren 
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Pilgrim Lutheran Church can receive offerings electronically through a secure 

website. Scan the QR code with your smart phone (you might need to download a 

free QR scanning app) to be directed to Pilgrim’s giving page or visit 

pilgrimcares.org/giving.  Save the check – give online! 
 

http://pilgrimcares.org/


24 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pilgrimcares.org 

 
Pastor Collin Vanderhoof Pastor Aaron Winkelman 
cvanderhoof@pilgrimcares.org awinkelman@pilgrimcares.org 
608.548.0670 219.380.2212 
 
Pastor Greg Hermanson Principal Kevin Klug 
pastorhermanson@gmail.com  kklug@pilgrimcares.org 
262.505.4377 920.253.7688 

Early Childhood Director Amanda Berg 

aberg@pilgrimcares.org 
507.829.7267 

mailto:aberg@pilgrimcares.org

