
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 6, 2026 

SUNDAY, MAY 10, 2026 



2 

 

Pilgrim Evangelical Lutheran Church (WELS) 
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He Lives to Call Me to Live For Him 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 
heaven belongs to such as these.”   We know that keeping little children occupied for an 
entire church service can be a challenge.  Don’t worry; most of those worshiping around 
you have been in your shoes at one time.  If you feel that you need to take your child out 
of church at any time, we have a Children’s Room to the right as you exit the worship 
area.  The first parking space in front of church is designated for expectant mothers and 
families with small children.  

Restrooms are located to your left as you exit the worship area.  There are changing tables 
in both restrooms.  

LARGE PRINT copies of worship materials are available from the ushers.  If you have any 
questions or need assistance, please feel free to ask an usher.       
 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding Minister Pastor Aaron Winkelman 

Preacher Pastor Collin Vanderhoof 

Organist David Porth  
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Service of the Word 

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus CW 606 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–1898, abr., alt. Tune: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770–1827; adapt. Edward Hodges, 1796–1867 Text and tune: Public domain 
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Stand 

Invocation 

The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you. 
And also with you. 

Easter Acclamation 

Christ is risen! 
He is risen, indeed! 

Confession of Sins 

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his 
dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. 
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I 
have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 
in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear 
child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

Amen. 
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Prayer and Praise 

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray 
O God, you are the giver of everything good. Inspire us, your humble servants, to long 
for what is right and, through your gracious guidance, accomplish it to your glory; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

 
  
 Be seated 
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First Reading Acts 17:22–31 

 22Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “People of Athens! I 
see that in every way you are very religious. 23For as I walked around and looked 
carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: to an 
unknown god. So you are ignorant of the very thing you worship—and this is what I 
am going to proclaim to you. 
 24“The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth 
and does not live in temples built by human hands. 25And he is not served by human 
hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and 
everything else. 26From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the 
whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of 
their lands. 27God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him 
and find him, though he is not far from any one of us. 28‘For in him we live and move 
and have our being.’ As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’ 
 29“Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being 
is like gold or silver or stone—an image made by human design and skill. 30In the past 
God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to 
repent. 31For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he 
has appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.” 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Let All the Earth Sing Out Psalm 66C 

 

 

 
  
Shout for joy to God, / all the earth! 
    Sing the glory of his name; make his praise / glorious. 
Praise our God, all / peoples, 
    let the sound of his / praise be heard; 
he has pre- / served our lives 
    and kept our feet from / slipping.   Refrain 
  
Come and hear, all you who / fear God; 
    let me tell you what he has / done for me. 
If I had cherished sin / in my heart, 
    the Lord would not have / listened; 
but God has surely / listened 
    and has / heard my prayer. 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
    and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Tune: David Haas Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872 Tune: © 1997 GIA Publications, 
Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872 Setting: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712872 
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Second Reading 1 Peter 3:13–22 

 13Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14But even if you should 
suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be 
frightened.” 15But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. 
 Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason 
for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 
16keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good 
behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 17For it is better, if it is God’s will, 
to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 18For Christ also suffered once for sins, the 
righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body 
but made alive in the Spirit. 19After being made alive, he went and made proclamation 
to the imprisoned spirits— 20to those who were disobedient long ago when God waited 
patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, 
eight in all, were saved through water, 21and this water symbolizes baptism that now 
saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a clear 
conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone 
into heaven and is at God’s right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in 
submission to him. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice CW 557 sts. 1–5 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–1887, alt. Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, Wittenberg, 1524 Text and tune: Public domain 
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Stand 

Gospel Reading John 14:15–21 

 15“If you love me, keep my commands. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give 
you another advocate to help you and be with you forever— 17the Spirit of truth. The 
world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know 
him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 18I will not leave you as orphans; I will 
come to you. 19Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. 
Because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, 
and you are in me, and I am in you. 21Whoever has my commands and keeps them is 
the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will 
love them and show myself to them.” 
  
The Gospel of the Lord! 
  

 
  
Be seated 
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Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice CW 557 sts. 6–10 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–1887, alt. Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, Wittenberg, 1524 Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
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Stand 

The Apostles' Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 
            the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Be seated 
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Offering 

Offering boxes are available in the back of church. If you wish to give an electronic offering, you may use the 
QR code located at the end of the bulletin or you may go to pilgrimcares.org/giving. We present the 
offerings before the altar as a reminder that our giving overflows out of the Gospel and is itself an act of 
worship. 

Offering Hymn CW 750 

 

 
Text: William W. How, 1823–1897, abr. Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–1889 Text and tune: Public domain 

Prayer 

O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love 
what you command and desire what you promise, that among the many changes of 
this world, our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.   
Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 
and forever.  
Amen. 

http://pilgrimcares.org/giving
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Hark, the Voice of Jesus Crying CW 745 

 

 

 

 

Stand 

Closing Prayer 

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. 
Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be 
strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
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The Benediction 
Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord 
with gladness. 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.  
  

 

Remain standing 

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow CW 617 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Ken, 1637–1711 Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551, ed. Louis Bourgeois Text and tune: Public domain 
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News & Notes 

Wednesday Service Change! There will not be a Wednesday evening service on May 13.  

We will have a special Ascension service on Thursday, May 14 at 6:30pm.  
This service will feature several of our own Pastors, our Adult Choir, and 

instrumentalists. Please plan to attend! 

We will be returning to our summer worship schedule starting Sunday, May 24.  We will 
have services at 8:00am and 9:30am for the summer, through Labor Day weekend. 

Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser!  The group of young people attending the  WELS Youth 
Rally in Bowling Green this summer are hosting a spaghetti dinner in 
the gym before the Ascension Service on Thursday, May 14, at 5pm 
(the service is at 6:30pm). They will be serving spaghetti with meat 
sauce, bread sticks, salad and dessert.  There will be a free will offering 
with 100% of the money going to help pay for the trip to Ohio.  Stop in 
for dinner before church and help out this great group of teens! To 
help them know how many to expect, please use the qr code to rsvp. 

Open Forum/Voter's Meeting - Sunday, May 17 | Following the Late Service 
We look forward to gathering for our scheduled Congregational Open Forum and Voter's 
Meeting. This is an important time for our church family to discuss several key items: 

• 2026-2027 Budget: We will have a "first look" at the proposed budget, which will 
then be presented for formal approval at our Annual Meeting on June 14. 

• Master Site Plan: The Council will present recommendations from the Building 
Committee regarding our campus footprint and seek approval from the 
congregation to pursue identified opportunities that could enhance our progress 
with the Phase 2 Building Project. 

Building Project Listening Sessions Sign-Up. As part of the building project planning 
process, the Steering Committee is hosting a series of small group 
listening sessions in April and May. These gatherings are designed to 
give members an opportunity to share thoughts and ideas about the 
future of Pilgrim’s worship space, classrooms, fellowship areas, and 
overall campus needs. Scan the QR code to attend one of these 
listening  sessions, there are also sign up sheets available on the 
shelf in the back of church.  Your participation will help ensure that 
the congregation’s input continues to shape the planning process.  

Pilgrim moms, please join our Bible study that focuses on glorifying God while we live as 
women in the world. Our next meeting is this coming Wednesday at 10am at the 
Schwartz Home: W170N8797 Sheridan Drive. See you soon! 
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We need more volunteers to be Worship Hosts at our 8:00am services.  Our hosts greet 
everyone at the door, or outside when the weather is nice.  That’s it!  If you would like to 

be added to the list, please contact Marlene Bedalov at joe0773@yahoo.com for all the 

details or call the office. 

What are you doing this summer?  We need to paint the exterior of the Church!  Please 
let Jack Eagon propertymanager@pilgrimcares.org or the office know if you can help and 
then we will work out a schedule.   

40 YEAR CELEBRATION: On Sunday, May 17 we at Pilgrim plan to celebrate Amy Kuske 
and her 40 years serving in the teaching ministry with recognition after the 8am service. 
A light dessert reception will follow in the church entryway.  There will be a basket 
available for anyone wishing to offer gifts, cards, or well-wishes on that day. We hope 
you can join us in celebrating this milestone!  

SIGN UP FOR THE VANDERHOOF FAREWELL LUNCHEON: On Sunday, 
May 31 at 10:30am immediately following the second service, we at 
Pilgrim plan to celebrate Pastor and Tiffany Vanderhoof and send them 
off to Texas with a farewell reception. There will be a basket available for 
anyone wishing to offer gifts, cards, or well-wishes on that day. We hope 
you all can attend! Kindly RSVP by 5/22 using the qr code, or call the 
office.  262-781-3520 

The Spring Greenhouse Sale has begun!  Shop at Shady Lane Greenhouse between now 
and June 30th, mention Pilgrim PTA and the school will receive 25% of the sale.  There are 
flyers available on the shelf in the back of church. 

The WELS Youth Rally is being held in Bowling Green, Ohio July 14-17.  Pilgrim is blessed 
to have six teens that have signed up to attend.  The cost is $450 per person.  We are 
hoping to find donors who would like to help out with that cost for our families.  Are you 
able to give $50?  $100 or half - $225 to help out?  Please put your donation in an envelope 
labeled youth rally and drop it in the offering box or in the school office.  You can also 
donate online. Use the "other" tab on our website and indicate that it's for the Youth 
Rally. Thank you for considering helping out our youth! 

The Helping $5- From now through Sunday May 10, we will be collecting $5 (and $10 if 
desired) gift cards for the Kingdom Workers Foster Support Program. Kingdom Workers 
Foster Support program connects foster families with volunteers who provide them with 
the support they need to provide the best care possible to the children in their care. May is 
Foster Care Appreciation Month! We will be collecting $5/$10 gift cards that will be given 
to Kingdom workers to distribute. Ideas for gift cards are: Starbucks, Dunkin, Panera, 
Target, Chick-fil-a, Culvers. Please place the gift cards in the box at church. Thank you for 
supporting the mission of Kingdom Workers! Call/text Gretchen Klug 920-253-8777 with 
questions.  

mailto:joe0773@yahoo.com
mailto:propertymanager@pilgrimcares.org
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SCRIP ANNOUNCEMENTS A physical card order will be placed for the last time this school 
year on Monday, May 11. This will ensure delivery between May 15-18. Please place paper 
orders in the school office or into the Klessig mailbox at church (#30). You can email Vicki 
if you have any questions about ordering at: pilgrimscrip@pilgrimcares.org.  

Upcoming Concerts at KML Please join us at Kettle Moraine Lutheran High School as KML 
band and choir students praise God using their talents in these upcoming concerts: 

• Jazz & Echoes Concert - Wednesday, May 6, 6:30 PM 
• Percussion Concert - Saturday, May 9, 6:30 PM 
• Spring Band & Choir Concert - Saturday, May 16, 6:30 PM 

All concerts will be livestreamed at kmlhs.org/stream for those unable to attend in 
person. 

Disney’s Aladdin Jr. Come and see talented students from KML Federation and KMLHS 
bring a favorite Disney movie to life. Public performances June 18-21 will be held in KML 
Performing Arts Center Thursday @11 am, Friday and Saturday @ 6:30 pm, Saturday and 
Sunday @1pm. We have performers from David's Star; Morning Star; Bethlehem; Crown 
of Life; St. John’s, Newburg, St. John’s, Lannon; Christ Alone; Pilgrim; Good Shepherd; 
Trinity ELS; and Peace.  Tickets will be sold at the door at KML beginning 30 minutes 
before each performance. All tickets are general admission and $10 each. 

A female WELS college student, is looking for housing from June 1 to August 7. She is 
quiet, clean, and a non-smoker with no allergies. She has an internship at Milwaukee Tool 
in Brookfield and has a housing stipend. She is a former Girl Pioneer and has taught at the 
International Lutheran Girl Pioneer summer camp for the past several years. If you would 
consider renting a room to this young woman for the duration of her internship, please 
contact her at 920-475-4809. Thank you. 

Wisconsin Lutheran High School has two positions available.  Alumni Engagement 
Manager and Chief Partnership Officer.  Go to hr@wlhs.org for all the details. 
  

mailto:pilgrimscrip@pilgrimcares.org
http://kmlhs.org/stream
mailto:hr@wlhs.org
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8:00am    10:30am 
Ushers  
5-10  Glen Kuphall   Bryan Giesenschlag 
  Josh Weber   Joel Raasch 
5-17  Matt Lawonn   Jim Prekop 
  Tony Jackson   John Kufahl 
Wednesday Ushers are Pat Renner and Jason Marten 
 
Worship Hosts  
5-10  Joe & Marlene Bedalov  Melissa & Allen Brander 
5-17  Pete & Amy Kuske  Bryan & Ellen Giesenschlag 

Attendance 
4-29 23  
5-3 119 + 125 = 244 
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Pilgrim Lutheran Church can receive offerings electronically through a 
secure website. Scan the QR code with your smart phone (you might 
need to download a free QR scanning app) to be directed to Pilgrim’s 
giving page or visit pilgrimcares.org/giving.  Save the check – give 

online! 
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Pastor Collin Vanderhoof Pastor Aaron Winkelman 
cvanderhoof@pilgrimcares.org awinkelman@pilgrimcares.org 
608.548.0670 219.380.2212 
 
Pastor Greg Hermanson Principal Kevin Klug 
pastorhermanson@gmail.com  kklug@pilgrimcares.org 
262.505.4377 920.253.7688 

Early Childhood Director Amanda Berg 

aberg@pilgrimcares.org 

507.829.7267 
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